CITY OF GAUTIER
MEMORANDUM

TO: Paula Yancey
Interim City Manager

FROM: Dante Elbin 5,4/ ok

Chief of Police
THRU: Cindy Russell

City Clerk
DATE: June 9, 2016

SUBJECT: Purchase Body Cameras

REQUEST:

City Council authorization is requested for purchase of thirty (30) body cameras to assist our
officers with collection and preservation of audio and video evidence.

P ACKGROUND:

In 2015, Safety Vision body cameras received top ratings from the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security. The cameras have several options: two-way radio capabilities, infrared illuminators

(for night time usage), voice recording, 2" LCD viewing screen, 1080P HD resolution, time/date
stamping and 32 GB storage.

NISCUSSION:

The Gautier Police Department plans on purchasing the cameras with Department of Justice
funds. The total cost for thirty (30) body cameras is $16,947.00. Included in the price will be
firmware, docking station, car charger, camera cable and a (3) year warranty. The cameras will
integrate with the officers department issued portable radios. This purchase will help officers
maintain evidence during traffic stops, sobriety test, interviews and residential calls. The
cameras are a valuable tool in protecting the safety of our officers.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Gautier Police Department recommends the Mayor and City Council authorize the purchase
of thirty (30) Safety Vision body cameras.












Body-Worn Video Cameras for Law Enforcement Market Survey Report

1.  INTRODUCTION

Body-worn video cameras are valuable tools that can be used by law enforcement to record
traffic stops, arrests, sobriety tests, and interviews. Body-worn video camera systems typically
consist of a camera, microphone, battery, and onboard data storage. They are designed to be
head-mounted or worn at various locations on the body, depending on the model. To provide
emergency responders with information on body-worn video cameras, the System Assessment
and Validation for Emergency Responders (SAVER) Program conducted a market survey.

This market survey report is based on information gathered from September 2014 to March 2015
from vendors, Internet research, industry publications, an emergency responder focus group, and
a government issued Request for Information (RFI) that was posted on the Federal Business
Opportunities website. For inclusion in this report, the body-worn video camera had to be
commercially available, designed for law enforcement applications, and overt in nature.

Due diligence was performed to devclop a report that is representative of products in the
marketplace.

2. BODY-WORN VIDEO CAMERAS OVERVIEW

Body-worn video cameras include a camera unit that can house onboard data storage and a
battery, or these elements may be housed in an operating unit that is connected via a cable to the
camera unit. In addition, body-worn video cameras are characterized by a mounting mechanism
that enables the user to wear the camera in various locations. Body-worn cameras typically
record audio, video, and, in some cases, still photos. Software is often included with body-worn
video cameras to enable playback of video, to authenticate data, manage user rights, ensure a
chain of custody in record keeping, and improve the quality of the recorded data. Some of these
systems also include the ability to immediately view recorded video, either via a streaming
application or directly on the camera’s display.

2.1 Camera Unit

The function of a body-worn video camera is to digitally capture video, audio, and, in some
cases, still photographs. Camera units support audio recording with built-in microphones or
inputs for external microphones. Some permit users to activate and deactivate audio recording or
to record only audio. Most body-worn video cameras feature visual indicators that display
system status, such as on/off, active recording, battery status, and data storage capacity. Video
quality is influenced by the camera’s resolution, lux rating, video compression, and frame rate.

The resolution of a camera is an indicator of its ability to resolve detail in an image. Although it
is not the sole determining factor, a higher resolution greatly contributes to capturing a clearer,
higher quality image. This is a due to the fact that a higher resolution camera uses more pixels,
allowing more detail of the scene to be captured and displayed.

A camera’s sensitivity to light, often called its lux rating, indicates how much light the camera
needs to produce a satisfactory video image. The closer the lux rating is to zero, the less light is
required to capture clear video. Some body-worn video cameras are equipped with an infrared
(TIR) illuminator to enable them to better capture video in low light conditions.













FOREWORD

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) established the System Assessment and
Validation for Emergency Responders (SAVER) Program to assist emergency responders
making procurement decisions. Located within the Science and Technology Directorate (S&T)
of DHS, the SAVER Program conducts objective assessments and validations on commercially
available equipment and systems and develops knowledge products that provide relevant
equipment information to the emergency responder community. The SAVER Program mission
includes:

* Conducting impartial, practitioner-relevant, operationally oriented assessments and
validations of emergency response equipment

» Providing information, in the form of knowledge products, that enables
decision-makers and responders to better select, procure, use, and maintain emergency
response equipment.

SAVER Program knowledge products provide information on equipment that falls under the
categories listed in the DHS Authorized Equipment List (AEL), focusing primarily on two main
questions for the responder community: “What equipment is available?” and “How does it
perform?” These knowledge products are shared nationally with the responder community,
providing a life- and cost-saving asset to DHS, as well as to Federal, state, and local responders.

The SAVER Program is supported by a network of Technical Agents who perform assessment
and validation activities. As a SAVER Program Technical Agent, the Space and Naval Warfare
Systems Center (SPAWARSYSCEN) Atlantic has been tasked to provide expertise and analysis
on key subject areas, including communications, sensors, security, weapon detection, and
surveillance, among others. In support of this tasking, SPAWARSYSCEN Atlantic developed
this report to provide emergency responders with information obtained from an operationally
oriented assessment of body-worn video cameras for law enforcement, which fall under AEL
reference number 13LE-00-SURYV titled Equipment, Law Enforcement Surveillance.

For more information on the SAVER Program or to view additional reports on body-worn video
cameras for law enforcement or other technologies, visit www.firstresponder.gov/SAVER.




Check out the Prima Facie in action!

June 16, 2015 08:00 AM Eastern Daylight Time

HOUSTON--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Safety Vision, LLC is proud to announce that the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) has graded the Prima Facie® as equal as or greater than all other commercially available body worn
cameras for law enforcement. “The value Safety Vision offers is evident when considering that just one other device
received the same scorecard as the Prima Facie, yetthe Prima Facie costs 32% less,” said Rex Colorado, Vice
President of Sales.

Experts evaluated criteria within three categories (capability, deployability, and usability), and the products were
assessed in four scenarios (product familiarization, nighttime traffic stops, daytime traffic stops, and residential calls). The
assessment concluded that Safetv Vision’s Prima Facie hndv warn camera ranke ac annal ac nr araater than ail athaes

The System Assessment and Validation for Emergency Responders (SAVER) program, housed within the DHS, 3¢
performed the operationally-oriented assessment of body worn cameras in January of 2015. SAVER is tasked with
conducting objective assessments and validations on equipment that is commercially available to the emergency
responder community. Here, emergency responder specifically refers to law enforcement. The SAVER program means
to answer two questions: “What equipment is available?” and "How does it perform?” The full report may be accessed
here.

In light of the unique requirements of each law enforcement jurisdiction, SAVER did not address data storage for body
worn cameras. However, questions regarding storage abound. Several qualified storage options are available — on-site
and the cloud. While jurisdictions should utilize the storage media that best accommodates their unique situation, Safety
Vision cautions law enforcement against using the cloud. Hidden and excessive costs, questions of access and control,
as well as cyber security issues reveal flaws that are absent or controllable with on-site storage.

In addition, Safety Vision is proud to announce that the Prima Facie's corresponding User Guide earned a 2015 APEX
Award for Publication Excellence within the Technical & Technology Writing category. Mr. Steven Winnefeld, Technical
Communicator, created the award winning user guide. This is Mr. Winnefeld's third APEX award.

These announcements coincide with a notable company milestone - Safety Vision recently sold its 10,000!" Prima Facie
body worn camera in the worldwide market.

Safety Vision’s 2013 entrance into the body worn camera market was preceded by 22 years of mobile video surveillance
experience. Safety Vision caters to five key industries - mass transit, pupil transportation, law enforcement, first response,
and fleet. Safety Vision prides itself on its forward-thinking ideology, comprehensive solutions, extensive client list, and
proven results.

Contacts

Safety Vision, LLC

Colin Smith, M.P.A., (800)880-8855
Marketing Manger



