
 Tuesday 
April 19, 2016 
Gautier, Mississippi 
 
 BE IT REMEMBERED THAT A RECESSED MEETING by the Mayor and 
Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, Mississippi was held April 19, 2016 
at 6:30 PM in the City Hall Municipal Building, 3330 Highway 90, Gautier, 
Mississippi.  
 
 Those present were Mayor Gordon Gollott, Council Members, Mary Martin, 
Johnny Jones, Hurley Ray Guillotte, Casey Vaughan, Rusty Anderson and Adam 
Colledge.  Also present were Josh Danos, Interim City Manager/City Attorney; 
Cynthia Russell, City Clerk; and other concerned citizens.  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   AGENDA 

CITY OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

April 19, 2016 @ 6:30 PM 
 

I. Call to Order         
 

1. Prayer 
 

2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
II. Agenda Order Approval  
 
III. Announcements 
 

1. Jackson County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, Saturday, 
April 23, 2016, 8 A.M. – 12 Noon, Singing River Mall Parking Lot. 

 
2. City of Gautier 1st Annual Earth Day Celebration Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 

George Martin City Park 9 A.M. – 2 P.M. 
 
3. Citywide Spring Cleanup Monday, April 25th – May 2nd. Dumpsters will be 

placed at Graveline-Lamotte, Dolphin-Mall, Graveline-Ladnier, Martin Bluff 
and Dolphin (Tarpon). 

 
4. National Day of Prayer May 5, 2016 at 12 Noon at the Veterans Tribute 

Tower. 
 

IV.    Presentation Agenda  
 

1.  Fair Housing Act Proclamation. 
 

2.  Special Recognition of David Wooten, former Chairman of the Gautier 
 Planning Commission. 
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V. Public Agenda 
       

1. Agenda Comments 
    

VI.    Business Agenda  
  

1.  Consideration of an Ordinance amending Chapter 4: Animals and Fowl, to 
 regulate the keeping of bees. 

 
2.  Consideration of a citizen’s request to name a certain segment of Highway 57 

 in the City of Gautier in honor of the deceased, Mr. Charles Lamb. 
 
3.  Consideration of an appeal to Staff’s decision regarding maximum allowable 

 lot coverage for accessory structures, 1616 Bayou Vista Drive  
 (GPC Case No. 16-07-AP). David A. Vindich, owner.  

4.  Consideration of a request for a fifty-five percent (55%) variance to minimum 
 living area of dwelling unit requirements at 1413 Laurel Glen Road  
 (GPC Case No. 16-08-VAR). Connie J. Sajwaj, owner. 
 

5.  Order authorizing City Park Splash Pad Installation contract award. 
 

6.  Order authorizing Shepard State Park Trails contract execution with Twin L 
 Construction, Inc. 

 
7.  Order approving Docket of Claims. 
 
8.  Discussion of City Manager position. 

 
VII.  Consent Agenda (All items approved in one motion) 
 

1. Order authorizing the closing of City Hall from 11 A.M. – 1 P.M. Thursday,  
  April 28th for the 2016 Employee Appreciation Picnic. 

 
2. Order authorizing the acceptance of donations in the amount of $1,500.00 

for the 2016 Employee Appreciation Picnic. 
 

   3. Order authorizing the changing of Applicant’s Agent for the City’s remaining 
  Hurricane Ivan projects. 
 
    4. Order receiving March 2016 Privilege License Report. 
 

5. Order approving water and sewer adjustments dated April 6, 2016 in the amount 
of $5,093.79.  

 
    6. Order authorizing the request to refund pavilion rental fee at George Martin City 
  Park. 
 
    7.   Order approving minutes from the following Council Meetings: Recessed  
  Meeting March 15th; Regular Meeting held April 5th; Recessed Special Meeting 
  April 7th; and Recessed Work Session held April 11th. 
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STUDY AGENDA 
 

1. Discuss Citizen Comments 
 
 2. Discuss Council Comments  

 
3. Discuss City Manager Comments 

 
4. Discuss City Clerk Comments 
 
5. Discuss City Attorney Comments 

 
       Adjourn until May 3, 2016 at 6:30 PM 

          www.gautier-ms.gov  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Councilwoman Martin made the motion to approve the agenda order. 
 
Councilman Vaughan seconded the motion and the vote carried unanimously. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Announcements: 
 

1. Jackson County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, Saturday, April 23, 
2016, 8 A.M. – 12 Noon, Singing River Mall Parking Lot. 

 
2. City of Gautier 1st Annual Earth Day Celebration Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 

George Martin City Park 9 A.M. – 2 P.M. 
 
3. Citywide Spring Cleanup Monday, April 25th – May 2nd. Dumpsters will be placed 

at Graveline-Lamotte, Dolphin-Mall, Graveline-Ladnier, Martin Bluff and Dolphin 
(Tarpon). 

 
4. National Day of Prayer May 5, 2016 at 12 Noon at the Veterans Tribute Tower. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presentation Agenda: 
 

1. Fair Housing Act Proclamation. 
 

2.  Special Recognition of David Wooten, former Chairman of the Gautier 
 Planning Commission. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Household Hazardous Waste 

Unused or leftover portions of products containing toxic chemicals. Any 
product which is labeled  

CAUTION, POISONOUS, TOXIC, FLAMMABLE or CORROSIVE  
is considered a household hazardous waste. 

 

A Safe Substitute 

A safe alternative to a toxic product. Fact sheets are available to help 
you reduce the use of toxics and minimize health risks. 

 

Legal Transportation 

 Leaving products in the original containers and making sure that the  
containers are sealed so that they will not leak. Transport containers in 

the trunk or in the back of the vehicle away from passengers. 
 

    DO NOT TRANSPORT OVER 5 GALLONS 
OR 50 POUNDS AT ONE TIME. 

 

Proper Disposal 

Extremely Important 
It is dangerous and illegal to discard hazardous household materials in 
the trash or down the drain. Instead; use up the product as intended or 

take to a household hazardous waste event. 

Put Toxic Waste In Its Place 
The collection event is a community  

service funded by the MS Department  
of Environmental Quality in cooperation with the Jackson County 

Board of Supervisors, Municipalities and the Jackson County  
Solid Waste Department. 

Jackson County 

Household Hazardous waste 

Collection Day 

Aerosols, All Purpose Cleaners, Ammonia, Anti-Freeze, Automobile Cleaners, Batteries, Brake Fluid, 
Charcoal Lighter Fluid, Chlorine Bleach, Detergents, Disinfectants, Drain Opener, Furniture Polish,  

Gasoline, Glass Cleaner, Herbicides, Insecticides, Mothballs, Motor Oil,  
Oven Cleaner, Paint, Paint Thinner, Pesticides, Pool Chemicals, Rodent  

Poisons, Rubber Cement, Rug & Upholstery Cleaner, Scouring Powder, Silver Polish, Snail & Slug 
Killers, Toilet Bowl Cleaner, Transmission  

Fluid, Tub & Tile Cleaner, Turpentine, Varnish, Water Seal, Wood Finish 

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS 

Explosive Materials,  
Radioactive Materials, 
PCB’s, Medical Waste,  
Syringes, Compressed  

Cylinders, Electronic Waste 
**NO CONTRACTORS 

NO WASTE FROM  
BUSINESSES** 

DO NOT BRING 
Limit  

of 5 Tires 
Take over 5 to  
Seaman Road  

Landfill 

For More Information Call 228-872-8340 or visit  
http://www.co.jackson.ms.us/departments/solid-waste/ 
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Gautier Cultural Services 

The City of Gautier 

 

FUN FUN FUN ...   GAMES GAMES GAMES . . . VENDORSVENDORSVENDORS   ...   CHILDREN ACTIVITIES  CHILDREN ACTIVITIES  CHILDREN ACTIVITIES    
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       There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of 
Gautier, Mississippi the following: 
 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 230-2016 
 
 ORDINANCE REGARDING THE KEEPING OF BEES 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 4: ANIMALS AND FOWL, TO REGULATE THE KEEPING OF BEES 
 

WHEREAS, is hereby found and determined that the keeping of bees within the City of 

Gautier should be subject to the following provisions. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI: 

SECTION 1. Article V, Section 4-73 of the Gautier Code of Ordinances shall be enacted 

as follows: 

ARTICLE V, Section 4-73.  Keeping of Bees 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to establish or maintain any hive, stand or box where 

bees are kept, or keep any bees in or upon any premises within the corporate limits of the 

city of Gautier unless the bees are kept in accordance with the following provisions:  

(1) Definitions.   

 I. “Apiary” means assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a certain location. 

II.   “Beekeeper” means a person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of   

bees. 

 III. “Colony” or “hive” means an aggregate of bees consisting of worker bees, a 

queen bee, drones, combs, honey, and the receptacle inhabited by the bees.  

IV.  “Tract” means a contiguous parcel of real property under common ownership.  
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(2) Density.  It shall be unlawful to keep more than the following number of colonies on 

any tract within the city, based upon the size or configuration of the tract on which the 

apiary is situated: 

 I. Less than one-quarter acre: No colonies. 

 II. One-quarter acre or more, but less than one-half acre tract size: Four colonies. 

 III. More than one-half acre, but less than one acre tract size: Six colonies. 

 IV. One acre or larger tract size: Eight colonies per acre.   

(3)  All honey bee colonies shall be kept in Langstroth-type hives with removable frames, 

which shall be kept in sound and usable condition. 

(4)  If bee colonies are kept within fifty (50) feet of any exterior boundary of the property on 

which the hive, stand or box is located, the beekeeper shall install and maintain a barrier 

that will prevent bees from flying through it, no less than five (5) feet high, along the 

exterior boundary of the tract.  The barrier must extend 10 feet beyond the colony in 

each direction.  

(5) Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available to the bees at 

all times during the year so that the bees will not congregate at swimming pools, pet 

watering bowls, bird baths, or other water sources where they may cause human, bird, 

or domestic pet contact.  

(6) The bees and equipment shall be kept in accordance with the provisions of the laws of 

the State of Mississippi. 

(b) Permits for keeping bees shall be obtained by application to the City Council of Gautier and 

consideration during public meeting.  Applications may be obtained upon request at City 

Hall.  Notice of the application will be mailed to all residents owning parcels within 250 
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linear feet of the subject property no later than 15 days prior to the hearing.  In considering 

the application, the Council may consider any relevant item, including but not limited to 

objections by adjoining landowners and impact of the colonies on the surrounding areas.  

There is no fee for such an application or permit.    

(c) A citation shall be issued to the offender and the person shall be subject to a fine of not less 

than $75.00 and not more than $250.00 plus any assessments.  Violators shall not be 

subject to arrest or imprisonment for violation of this section, however, the municipal 

court shall have full authority to enforce its orders, judgments and sentences. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be deemed or construed to prohibit the keeping of bees in a 

hive, stand or box, located or kept within a school or university building for the purpose of 

study or observation. 

SECTION 2. All provisions of the ordinances of the City in conflict with the provisions of this 

section shall be and the same are hereby repealed and all other provisions of the ordinances of the City 

not in conflict with the provisions of this section shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3.  Should any sentence, paragraph subdivision, clause, phrase or section of this 

ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect the 

validity of this ordinance as a whole and, to that extent, the same shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 4.  This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after passage and 

publication. 
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Thereupon, upon motion duly made by Councilwoman Martin ________, seconded by 

Councilman Jones _____ to adopt the foregoing ordinance and received the following votes: 

 AYES: Gordon Gollott 
   Mary Martin 
   Johnny Jones 
   Hurley Ray Guillotte 
   Casey Vaughan 
   Rusty Anderson 
   Adam Colledge 
     
 NAYS: None 

Thereupon, the Mayor declared said Ordinance approved, passed and adopted on this the 19th 

day of April, 2016. 

      ____________________________   
      Gordon Gollott, Mayor 

 
 
 

 
Attest: ________________________  
 Cynthia Russell 
 City Clerk 
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 There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of 
Gautier, Mississippi, the following: 

 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 010-2016 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI, REQUESTING THE 

NAMING OF A CERTAIN SEGMENT OF HIGHWAY 57 IN GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI, IN 
HONOR OF CHARLES LAMB 

 
WHEREAS, Charles Edward Lamb was a lifelong resident of Jackson County, 

Mississippi; and 
 

WHEREAS, On February 15, 2015 Mr. Lamb died in a vehicle accident near the 
Highway 57 mile marker in Gautier, Mississippi; and   

 
WHERAS, The City of Gautier and the Citizens therein, wishes to commemorate the life 

of Charles Edward Lamb by naming a certain segment of Highway 57, in Jackson County as the 
“CHARLES LAMB MEMORIAL HIGHWAY”; 
 
 BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the City Council of Gautier, Mississippi that a 
request is hereby made to the Mississippi Legislature to name a certain segment of Highway 57 
in Gautier, Mississippi, beginning at its intersection with Pine Savanna Drive and extending 
southerly to its intersection with Campbell Road, in honor of Charles Lamb. 
 

BE IT KNOWN THAT the motion to approve the foregoing resolution was made by 
Councilwoman Martin, and was seconded by Councilman Colledge and the following vote 
was recorded: 

 
 
Mayor  Gordon Gollott    NAY   
Councilwoman at Large Mary Martin  NAY 
Councilman Johnny Jones    NAY 
Councilman Hurley Ray Guillotte   NAY 
Councilman Casey Vaughan   AYE 
Councilman Rusty Anderson   AYE 
Councilman Adam Colledge   AYE 
 
RESOLVED, this the 19th_ day of April, 2016. 
 
 
        City Council 
        Gautier, Mississippi 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

 ___________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City 
of Gautier, Mississippi, the following: 

ORDER NUMBER 087-2016 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of 
Gautier, Mississippi, to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and allow the 
1,410 square foot metal building to be placed at 1616 Bayou Vista Drive PID# 
82436245.000. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Interim City Manager or City Clerk is authorized 
to execute any and all documents necessary. 

Motion was made by Councilman Vaughan, seconded by Councilman 
Anderson and the following vote was recorded: 

AYES: Johnny Jones 
Hurley Ray Guillotte 
Casey Vaughan 
Rusty Anderson 

NAYS: Gordon Gollott 
Mary Martin 
Adam Colledge 

MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK 

Passed and Adopted by Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, 
Mississippi, at the meeting of April 19, 2016. 
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CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Josh Danos, Interim City Manager  
 

From:  Chandra Nicholson, Economic Development & Planning Director 
 

Date:  April 12, 2016  
 
Subject: Appeal to Staff Decision Regarding Maximum Allowable Lot Coverage for 

Accessory Structures, 1616 Bayou Vista Drive (GPC Case No. 16-07-AP) 
           
 

REQUEST: 

 

The Economic Development/Planning Department has received an Appeal to Staff Decision 
from David A. Vindich regarding maximum allowable lot coverage for accessory structures in a 
R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential Zoning District. The lot is located at 1616 Bayou 
Vista Drive PID # 82436245.000. The application fee of $100 was paid on February 16, 2016.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Staff has attached a detailed Staff Report.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing on 
April 7, 2016 to consider the request.  The Planning Commission deliberated the request and 
recommend to Reverse the Staff Decision and Allow the 1,410 Square Foot Metal Building.    
 
The lot in question is located in a R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
which limits lot coverage for Accessory Structures to twenty (20) percent of the rear lot area or 
fifty (50) percent of the main building area, whichever is less.  
 
Staff has denied the applicant placement of an additional 1,410 square foot accessory structure 
based on the provisions of the Unified Development Ordinance. 
 
The primary structure (house) is 2,840 SF.  Accessory Structures are limited to 50% of the size 
of the primary structure, which would equate to 1,420 SF available for accessory structures.  The 
lot already has 1,129 SF of accessory structures.  This area does not include the pool or the 
portion of the boat house over water.  This only allows 291 SF left for future accessory 
structures, which is much less than the 1,410 SF proposed. 

 
LIST OF EXISTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

Pool House   140 
Gazebo   375 
Boat House (Portion on Land)   614 

 
Total Existing Square Footage 

 
1,129 
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DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE LAW: 

 

SECTION 3.6:  Appeals 
Persons aggrieved with decisions of administrative staff may appeal the decisions.  

3.6.1 Appeal of Administrative Decision 
Appeals from written administrative decisions of the Economic Development Director in the 
administration and enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be heard by the City 
Planning Commission and the City Council.  A Staff Decision Appeal shall be filed on the 
appropriate application form in the Department of Economic Development outlining the 
circumstances and the grounds of the appeal.  The Economic Development Director shall 
send the appeal application to the City Attorney for a Review of Legal Sufficiency.  Once 
cleared by the City Attorney, the Economic Development Director shall place the Notice of 
Appeal on the agenda of the Planning Commission meeting.  Appropriate fees shall apply.  

Upon hearing such appeal the Planning Commission shall make a recommendation to City 
Council to reverse, modify, or affirm, wholly or partially, any order, requirement, decision, or 
determination of the Economic Development Director and/or his staff.  

Upon receiving a recommendation from the Planning Commission, the appeal shall be placed 
on the next available City Council meeting agenda.  The City Council shall render a decision 
to reverse, modify, or affirm the staff decision. 

 
5.4.4 R-1, Low Density Single-Family Residential District 
Single-Family detached dwelling units shall meet the following development 
standards.  

 
A. Minimum Lot Area: Ninety-six hundred (9,600) square feet 

 
B. Minimum Lot Width:  Eighty (80) feet for interior lots and one hundred 

(100) feet for corner lots at the front building line.  All lots shall have a 
minimum of forty (40) feet on a public or platted street. 

 

C. Minimum Setbacks for Principal structure: 
 
Front—Twenty-five (25) feet  
 
Side—Ten (10) feet for interior lots and twenty-five (25) feet for corner lots 
 
Rear—Twenty-five (25) feet 

 
D. Minimum Setbacks for Accessory structures(s): 

 
Front—All accessory structures shall be located in the rear yard of the 
principal use or in the side yard, behind the main structure front building 
line. 
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Side—Ten (10) feet 
 
Rear—Five (5) feet 

 
E. Maximum Building Height—Thirty-five (35) feet for principal dwellings; 

Twenty-five (25) feet for accessory structures  
 

F. Maximum Lot Coverage—Twenty-five (25) percent for the principal 
structure and accessory structures.  Accessory structures shall not exceed 
twenty (20) percent of the rear lot area or fifty (50) percent of the main 
building area, whichever is less. 

 
G. Minimum Living Area of dwelling units–Thirteen hundred twenty-five 

(1,325) square feet 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that City Council Affirm the Staff Decision. 
 

Based on the appropriateness of the request and the information provided, the Council may:  
 

1. Affirm the Staff Decision and Not Allow the 1,410 Square Foot Metal Building to be 
Placed on the Referenced Parcel; or  
 

2. Reverse the Staff Decision and Allow the 1,410 Square Foot Metal Building to be Placed 
on the Referenced Parcel; or 
 

3. Modify the Staff Decision, wholly or partly. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  

 
1. GPC Minute Excerpt 

 
2. GPC Staff Report with Back Up 
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Excerpt from April 7, 2016 Gautier Planning Commission Meeting 

REQUEST 

1616 BAYOU VISTA STREET – REQUEST FOR AN APPEAL OF A STAFF DECISION OF UDO SECTION 
5.4.4.F., MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE, REGARDING ALLOWABLE MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE BY 
ACCESSORY STRUCTURES IN A R-1 LOW DENSITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT 
(GPC CASE #16-07-AP). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Commissioner Torjusen made the motion to recommend to reverse the Staff decision and allow the 

1,410 Square Foot Metal Building to be placed on the lot located at 1616 Bayou Vista Street PID# 

82436245.000.  Commissioner Green seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded: 

 AYES: Phil Torjusen 
  Anthony York 
  Sandra Walters 
  Jimmy Green 
 
 NAYS: Larry Dailey 
  J.J. Fletcher 
  Kay C. Jamison 
Motion passed. 
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Gautier Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

April 07, 2016 

GPC #16-07- AP  

1616 Bayou Vista Street – Staff Appeal 

 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. QUASI-JUDICIAL 
 
 

2. 1616 BAYOU VISTA STREET - REQUEST FOR AN APPEAL OF A STAFF 
DECISION OF UDO SECTION 5.4.4.F., MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE, 
REGARDING ALLOWABLE MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE BY ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES IN A R-1 LOW DENSITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
ZONING DISTRICT (GPC CASE #16-07-AP)  
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QUASI-JUDICIAL PROCEDURES 

1. Announcement of Matter. Read the matter title to be considered. 

2. Swear the Witnesses. All witnesses, parties, citizen participants and City Staff 
who plan to speak at the hearing shall collectively be sworn at the beginning of the 
hearing by the City Attorney  

3. Ex Parte Disclosure. All members must disclose on the record any ex parte 
communications, to include any physical inspections of the subject property. The 
disclosure should include with whom any communication has taken place, a summary of 
the substance of the communication, and the date of the site visit, if any. If anyone has 
received written communications, the writing must be presented, read into record or a 
copy provided to all participants, and made a part of the official record.  
 
4. Applicant Presentation.  
 
5. Questions directed to Applicant. The applicant should answer any questions by 
the public, the Planning Commission, or others.  
 
6. Staff Presentation. This includes presentation of the staff report into the official 
record. 
 
7. Objections from Applicant. Confirm whether there are objections from the 
applicant regarding the staff report or development order.  
 
8. Questions directed to Staff. The staff answers any questions by the public, the 
Planning Commission, or others. 
 
9. Public Comments. Members of the public should be allowed to make comments 
regarding the application. 
 
10. Applicant rebuttal/final comments 
 
11. Staff rebuttal/final comments 
 
12. Call for final questions. 
 
13. Close public portion of the hearing. 
 
14. Motion & Deliberation. Planning Commission makes a motion, and debates and 
deliberates regarding the application and development order. 
 
15. Vote.  
 
16. Close the quasi-judicial proceeding. 
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CITY OF GAUTIER 
STAFF REPORT 

 
To:  Chairman and Members, Planning Commission 
 
From:  Chandra Nicholson, Planning & Economic Development Director 
 
Date:  April 1, 2016  
 
Subject: Appeal to Staff Decision Regarding Maximum Allowable Lot Coverage for 

Accessory Structures, 1616 Bayou Vista Drive (GPC Case No. 16-07-AP) 
           
 
REQUEST: 
 
The Economic Development/Planning Department has received an Appeal to Staff Decision 
from David A. Vindich regarding maximum allowable lot coverage for accessory structures in a 
R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential Zoning District. The lot is located at 1616 Bayou 
Vista Drive PID # 82436245.000. The application fee of $100 was paid on February 16, 2016.   

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The request property is located in a R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
which limits lot coverage for Accessory Structures to twenty (20) percent of the rear lot area or 
fifty (50) percent of the main building area, whichever is less. 
 
General Features: 

 
o Location: 1616 Bayou Vista Drive (See Exhibit A) 
o Principal Arterial:  Highway 90 
o Gross Lot Acreage: approximately 0.76 acres 
o Potable Water and Wastewater Services: Existing from City 

  
Zoning and Land Use: 
 

o Current Zoning of the Applicant’s Property: R-1 Low Density Single-Family 
residential  

 
o Current Surrounding Zoning: R-1 Low Density Single-Family residential (See 

Exhibit B) 
 
o Current Surrounding Existing Land Use: Very Low to Low Density Residential 

(See Exhibit C) 
 

o Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Designation: Low Density Residential (See 
Exhibit D) 
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DISCUSSION: 
 
The lot in question is located in a R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
which limits lot coverage for Accessory Structures to twenty (20) percent of the rear lot area or 
fifty (50) percent of the main building area, whichever is less.  
 
Staff has denied the applicant placement of an additional 1,410 square foot accessory structure 
based on the provisions of the Unified Development Ordinance. 
 
The primary structure (house) is 2,840 SF.  Accessory Structures are limited to 50% of the size 
of the primary structure, which would equate to 1,420 SF available for accessory structures.  The 
lot already has 1,129 SF of accessory structures.  This area does not include the pool or the 
portion of the boat house over water.  This only allows 291 SF left for future accessory 
structures, which is much less than the 1,410 SF proposed. 
 

 
LIST OF EXISTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

Pool House   140 
Gazebo   375 
Boat House (Portion on Land)   614 

 
Total Existing Square Footage 

 
1,129 

 
 
DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE LAW: 
 

SECTION 3.6:  Appeals 
Persons aggrieved with decisions of administrative staff may appeal the decisions.  

3.6.1 Appeal of Administrative Decision 
Appeals from written administrative decisions of the Economic Development Director in the 
administration and enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be heard by the City 
Planning Commission and the City Council.  A Staff Decision Appeal shall be filed on the 
appropriate application form in the Department of Economic Development outlining the 
circumstances and the grounds of the appeal.  The Economic Development Director shall 
send the appeal application to the City Attorney for a Review of Legal Sufficiency.  Once 
cleared by the City Attorney, the Economic Development Director shall place the Notice of 
Appeal on the agenda of the Planning Commission meeting.  Appropriate fees shall apply.  

Upon hearing such appeal the Planning Commission shall make a recommendation to City 
Council to reverse, modify, or affirm, wholly or partially, any order, requirement, decision, or 
determination of the Economic Development Director and/or his staff.  

Upon receiving a recommendation from the Planning Commission, the appeal shall be placed 
on the next available City Council meeting agenda.  The City Council shall render a decision 
to reverse, modify, or affirm the staff decision. 
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5.4.4 R-1, Low Density Single-Family Residential District 
Single-Family detached dwelling units shall meet the following development 
standards.  

 
A. Minimum Lot Area: Ninety-six hundred (9,600) square feet 

 
B. Minimum Lot Width:  Eighty (80) feet for interior lots and one hundred 

(100) feet for corner lots at the front building line.  All lots shall have a 
minimum of forty (40) feet on a public or platted street. 

 

C. Minimum Setbacks for Principal structure: 
 
Front—Twenty-five (25) feet  
 
Side—Ten (10) feet for interior lots and twenty-five (25) feet for corner lots 
 
Rear—Twenty-five (25) feet 

 
D. Minimum Setbacks for Accessory structures(s): 

 
Front—All accessory structures shall be located in the rear yard of the 
principal use or in the side yard, behind the main structure front building 
line. 
 
Side—Ten (10) feet 
 
Rear—Five (5) feet 

 
E. Maximum Building Height—Thirty-five (35) feet for principal dwellings; 

Twenty-five (25) feet for accessory structures  
 

F. Maximum Lot Coverage—Twenty-five (25) percent for the principal 
structure and accessory structures.  Accessory structures shall not exceed 
twenty (20) percent of the rear lot area or fifty (50) percent of the main 
building area, whichever is less. 

 
G. Minimum Living Area of dwelling units–Thirteen hundred twenty-five 

(1,325) square feet 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Based on the appropriateness of the request and the information provided, the Commission may:  
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a) Recommend to Reverse the Staff Decision and Allow the 1,410 Square Foot 
Metal Building to be Placed on the Referenced Parcel; 

b) Recommend to Affirm the Staff Decision and Not Allow the 1,410 Square Foot 
Metal Building to be Placed on the Referenced Parcel; or  

c) Modify the Staff Decision, wholly or partly. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 

1. Applicant’s Exhibit 1 – Application 

2. City’s Exhibit A – Location Map 

3. City’s Exhibit B - Existing Zoning Map  

4. City’s Exhibit C – Existing Land Use Map 

5. City’s Exhibit D – Future Land Use Map 
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There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City 
of Gautier, Mississippi, the following: 
 

ORDER NUMBER 088-2016 
 

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Mayor and Members of the Council of the City 
of Gautier, Mississippi, to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and authorize 
the Non-Conforming Use to continue as a Legal Non-Conforming Use and to refund $75.00 
to the Applicant. 
 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Interim City Manager or City Clerk is 
authorized to execute any and all documents necessary. 
 
 Motion was made by Councilman Vaughan, seconded by Councilman Guillotte 
and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 AYES: Gordon Gollott 
   Mary Martin   
   Johnny Jones 
   Hurley Ray Guillotte 
   Casey Vaughan 
   Rusty Anderson 
 
 NAYS: Adam Colledge  
              
       MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
CITY CLERK 
 
 Passed and Adopted by Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, 
Mississippi, at the meeting of April 19, 2016. 
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CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Josh Danos, Interim City Manager  
 

From:  Chandra Nicholson, Economic Development & Planning Director 
 

Date:  April 12, 2016  
 
Subject: 1413 Laurel Glen Road – Request for a fifty-five percent (55%) Variance to 

Minimum Living Area of Dwelling Unit Requirements (GPC Case No. 16-08-
VAR) 

           
 

 

REQUEST: 

 
The Economic Development and Planning Department has received a request from Connie J. 
Sajwaj for a fifty-five percent (55%) Variance to minimum living area of dwelling unit 
requirements for a single-family residential structure in R-1 Low Density Single Family 
Residential/C-2 Community Commercial Zoning Districts at 1413 Laurel Glen Road, PID 
#85700097.000.  The application fee of $175 was paid on February 26, 2016. All public notice 
requirements have been met.  
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Staff has attached a Staff Report with detailed project analysis.  The Planning Commission held a 
public hearing on April 7, 2016 to consider the request.  The GPC deliberated the request and 
determined that the property was not vacated for more than 60 days due to a tenant lease in place 
and that a variance is not needed at this time.  The Planning Commission recommends that the 
non-conforming use be allowed to continue as a legal non-conforming use and the case be 
treated as a Staff Appeal instead of a Variance request.  Planning Commission also 
recommended refunding $75 to the applicant, which is the difference between a Variance 
Application and a Staff Appeal Application.  
 
 

CONCLUSION: 

 

The Gautier Planning Commission recommends that the Non-Conforming Use be authorized to 
continue as a Legal Non-Conforming Use. 
 

The City Council may: 
 

1. Approve the Living Area Variance request as presented; or 
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2. Treat the case as a Staff Appeal and authorize the Non-Conforming Use to continue as a 
Legal Non-Conforming Use and to refund $75 to the Applicant; or 

3. Deny the Living Area Variance request and the Legal Non-Conforming Use 
Recommendation. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

 
1. GPC Minute Excerpt 

 
2. GPC Staff Report with Back Up 
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Excerpt from April 7, 2016 Gautier Planning Commission Meeting 

REQUEST 

1413 LAUREL GLEN ROAD – REQUST FOR A FIFTY-FIVE PERCENT (55%) VARIANCE TO MINIMUM 

LIVING AREA OF DWELLING UNIT REQUIREMENTS FOR AN EXISTING DWELLING UNIT IN A R-1 

LOW DENSITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT (GPC CASE #16-08-VAR). 

RECOMMENDATION 

Vice-Chairperson Walters made the motion that a variance is not required as the allowed non-
conforming use had not reached the 60 day termination based on the fact that the property was 
occupied through the end of December; based on the fact that rent had been paid through that 
date and the request for a permit was made prior to the 60 day period.  The Commission also 
recommends that $75.00 be refunded. Commissioner Green seconded the motion and the 
following vote was recorded. 
 
 AYES: Larry Dailey 
  Sandra Walters 
  Phil Torjusen 
  Anthony York 
  J.J. Fletcher 
  Kay C. Jamison 
  Jimmy Green 
 
 NAYS: None 
 
Motion passed. 
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Gautier Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

April 07, 2016 

GPC #16-08-VAR 

1413 Laurel Glen Road - Variance Request 

 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. QUASI-JUDICIAL 
 

3. 1413 LAUREL GLEN ROAD – REQUEST FOR A FIFTY-FIVE PERCENT (55%) 
VARIANCE TO MINIMUM LIVING AREA OF DWELLING UNIT 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AN EXISTING DWELLING UNIT IN A R-1 LOW 
DENSITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT (GPC CASE 
#16-08-VAR) 
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QUASI-JUDICIAL PROCEDURES 

1. Announcement of Matter. Read the matter title to be considered. 

2. Swear the Witnesses. All witnesses, parties, citizen participants and City Staff 
who plan to speak at the hearing shall collectively be sworn at the beginning of the 
hearing by the City Attorney  

3. Ex Parte Disclosure. All members must disclose on the record any ex parte 
communications, to include any physical inspections of the subject property. The 
disclosure should include with whom any communication has taken place, a summary of 
the substance of the communication, and the date of the site visit, if any. If anyone has 
received written communications, the writing must be presented, read into record or a 
copy provided to all participants, and made a part of the official record.  
 
4. Applicant Presentation.  
 
5. Questions directed to Applicant. The applicant should answer any questions by 
the public, the Planning Commission, or others.  
 
6. Staff Presentation. This includes presentation of the staff report into the official 
record. 
 
7. Objections from Applicant. Confirm whether there are objections from the 
applicant regarding the staff report or development order.  
 
8. Questions directed to Staff. The staff answers any questions by the public, the 
Planning Commission, or others. 
 
9. Public Comments. Members of the public should be allowed to make comments 
regarding the application. 
 
10. Applicant rebuttal/final comments 
 
11. Staff rebuttal/final comments 
 
12. Call for final questions. 
 
13. Close public portion of the hearing. 
 
14. Motion & Deliberation. Planning Commission makes a motion, and debates and 
deliberates regarding the application and development order. 
 
15. Vote.  
 
16. Close the quasi-judicial proceeding. 
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CITY OF GAUTIER 
STAFF REPORT 

 
To:  Chairman and Members, Planning Commission 
 
From:  Chandra Nicholson, Director of Economic Development & Planning 
 
Date:  April 1, 2016  
 
Subject: 1413 Laurel Glen Road – Request for a fifty-five percent (55%) Variance to 

Minimum Living Area of Dwelling Unit Requirements (GPC Case No. 16-08-
VAR) 

           
 
REQUEST: 
 
The Economic Development and Planning Department has received a request from Connie J. 
Sajwaj for a fifty-five percent (55%) Variance to minimum living area of dwelling unit 
requirements for a single-family residential structure in R-1 Low Density Single Family 
Residential/C-2 Community Commercial Zoning Districts at 1413 Laurel Glen Road, PID 
#85700097.000.  The application fee of $175 was paid on February 26, 2016. All public notice 
requirements have been met.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The request property has split zoning and is zoned R-1 Low Density Single Family 
Residential/C-2 Community Commercial.  The property contains an existing single-family 
dwelling which is located within the R-1 portion of the lot.  The existing dwelling is non-
conforming due to its size of 609 square feet and has lost its “grandfathered” status due to non-
occupancy for more than 60 days.  The owner would like to continue to use the structure for 
residential use. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Section 5.4.4 of the UDO requires dwelling units to have a minimum living area of 1,325.  A 
variance request has been submitted to reduce the allowable square footage of the dwelling unit 
from 1,325 square feet to 609 square feet.  A reduction request of fifty-five (55 %) or 716 square 
feet of the required square footage of a dwelling unit. 
 
DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE LAW: 
 
UDO SECTION 13.3.1:  Termination of Nonconforming Use 

A nonconforming building, structure, dwelling, or land use or portion thereof, existing at the 
time of adoption of these regulations which is or hereafter becomes vacant for any reason, 
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for a period in excess of sixty (60) consecutive days any subsequent use shall conform to the 
regulations of this Ordinance for the district in which it is located.   

 
The Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) defines Variances as: 
 

A Variance is a relaxation of the terms of the Unified Development Ordinance where 
such Variance will not be contrary to the public interest and where, owing to conditions 
peculiar to the property, a literal enforcement of the Ordinance would result in an 
unnecessary or undue hardship.  As used in this Ordinance, a Variance is authorized only 
for height, area and size of structure, or size of yards, separation of uses, open spaces, 
off-street parking spaces and some subdivision of property. The establishment or 
expansion of a use not permitted shall not be allowed by Variance. 
 

The UDO defines Hardship as: 
 

Hardship means the exceptional hardship that would result from a failure to grant the 
requested variance. The City requires that the variance is exceptional, unusual, and 
peculiar to the property involved. Mere economic or financial hardship alone is not 
exceptional. Inconvenience, aesthetic considerations, physical handicaps, personal 
preferences, or the disapproval of one's neighbors likewise cannot, as a rule, qualify as an 
exceptional hardship. All of these problems can be resolved through other means without 
granting a variance, even if the alternative is more expensive, or requires the property 
owner to build elsewhere or put the parcel to a different use than originally intended. 

 

UDO SECTION 4.18:  Variance 

In certain circumstances, a Variance from the dimensional requirements (i.e. height, setbacks, 
square footage) of this ordinance may be granted if the applicant can prove that because of 
physical constraints of the property involved, he is not able to build the same type of 
structure that other persons with the same zoning classification can build.  Variances for uses 
permitted will not be considered in as much as “use Variances” are not legal in the State of 
Mississippi.  

Most Variances must be granted by the City Council; however, certain minor Variances may 
be granted by the Economic Development Director in accordance with Section 4.18.3 below. 

4.18.1 Who May Initiate 

A request for a Variance may be initiated by the property owner or agent of the owner provided 
that said property has not been denied a previous request for a Variance for the same property or 
portion of property within the past twelve (12) months.  

4.18.2 Application for Variance  

Applications for a Variance (from dimensional requirements) may be filed on the appropriate 
application available from the Economic Development/Planning Department and shall include all 
requested information, attachments and submittals:  

4.18.3 Administrative Variances 
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