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CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Samantha Abell, City Manager 

From:   Chassity Bilbo, Interim Grants and Projects Manager 

Through:   Chandra Nicholson, Director of Economic Development and Planning 

Date:    October 07, 2015 

Subject:          Memorandum of Agreement with the MS Dept. of Marine Resources for the 

MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Community Grant for the Gautier Historic   

Schoolhouse and Cultural Museum Project 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

REQUEST: 

The Economic Development and Planning Department requests City Council authorization to 

enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 

(MDMR) for a Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area FY 2015 Community Grant for 

the Mississippi Landmark, the (former) Gautier Colored School also known as the West 

Pascagoula Colored School. The building is located at 902 De La Pointe Dr. Approval to apply 

for grant funding was authorized by City Council August 4, 2015. The City was recently selected 

to receive the grant. 

  

   

BACKGROUND: 

The Gautier City Council and Historic Preservation Commission identified the need to preserve 

and restore the schoolhouse for its architectural significance. The total estimated cost of 

rehabilitating the Schoolhouse is estimated at $425,000.00. The Mississippi Gulf Coast National 

Heritage Area awarded the City of Gautier a grant in the amount of $50,000.00 for Gautier 

Historic Schoolhouse and Cultural Museum Project. Total funding for all awards was $150,000, 

with the City of Gautier receiving the maximum grant award of $50,000.   

 

Funding from the Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area FY 2015 Community Grant 

will be used for Phase 2 of the project. Phase 2 work will include the installation of a new roof, 

restore front porch and make accessible and/or repair existing flooring and walls after foundation 

repair.    

 

DISCUSSION: 

The Gautier Historic Preservation Commission has identified the Gautier Colored School as an 

important historic site for rehabilitation and preservation. It was listed as one of the Ten Most 

Endangered Historic Places in Mississippi for 2013. MDAH has awarded the City $80,000 for 

the first phase of the project which will focus on stabilizing the building. Phase 2 will utilize this 

MDMR Grant along with additional MDAH Grant if awarded. The City has applied for the 

Community Heritage Preservation Grant Program Round 11 Funding with MDAH.  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

The Economic Development and Planning Department recommends that City Council authorize 

entering into a Memorandum of Agreement with Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
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(MDMR) for a MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Community Grant funding as outlined above.  

City Council may:  

1. Authorize entering into a Memorandum of Agreement with Mississippi Department 

of Marine Resources (MDMR) for a Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 

FY 2015 Community Grant for the Gautier Colored School Rehabilitation Project as 

outlined above; or 

 

2. Disapprove entering into a Memorandum of Agreement with Mississippi Department 

of Marine Resources (MDMR) for a Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 

FY 2015 Community Grant for the Gautier Colored School Rehabilitation Project.   

 

ATTACHMENT(S):   

MS Community Heritage Preservation Grant- Memorandum of Agreement  




























































