CITY OF GAUTIER

MEMORANDUM
To: Samantha Abell, City Manager
From: Clint Creel, Animal Control/Code Enforcement Officer

Through: Chandra Nicholson, Economic Development and Planning Director
Scott Ankerson, Building Official

Date: July 28, 2015

Subject: 1619 Mary Ann Drive Gautier, Mississippi 39553
Lien/Council Order Request to Adjudicate Private Property Clean Up Costs

REQTUST:

Pursuant to the Mississippi Codes Annotated, 1972 § Title 21, Chapter 19, Section 11, the private

property identified below was cleaned to the satisfaction of the Economic Development and Planning
Director.

Per the attached invoice from TRI-STAR Demolition Service, who was authorized to remove the existing
pool house, demolish an in-ground swimming pool, and remove an existing slab from the former primary

residence, the City of Gautier incurred a cost of $8,875.00 combined with a penalty fee of $4,437.00
equals a sum of $13,312.00.

Legal Description: PIDN 87110371.000
Lot 136 & W1/2 of Lot 137 Seacliffe Subdivision 3"¢ Addition
Deed Book 1559, page 532

Property Address: 1619 Mary Ann Drive Gautier Mississippi 39553
Owners -“ ™ -cord: Pelfresne W Villa Venice (B&B)
Last Known Address: P.O. Box 129

Island Lake, IL 60042

BAC}/I‘DI\IT]V_]_)-:-

This property was approved for private property clean up during the City of Gautier, Council
Meeting and Public Hearing held on March 17, 2015. After considering staff, citizen, and
neighbors’ comments during the public hearing, the mayor and city council approved the
recommendation of staff to clean up the private property after the statutory 10-day appeal period
from the date of council action and adjournment (April 2, 2015). The property owner was given
the opportunity to clean the property before the city proceeded with a contractor to clean the
property. TRI-STAR Demolition Service started the authorized clean up and securing the
property on June 2, 2015 and completed the task on June 16, 2015, to the satisfaction of the
Economic Development and Planning Department.



DISCUSSION:

Mississippi Statute provides procedures for municipalities to clean private property determined
to be a menace to the municipal community thus:

The governing authority may by resolution adjudicate the actual cost of cleaning the property
and may impose a penalty not to exceed One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) or
fifty percent (50%) of the actual cost, whichever is more. The cost and any penalty may become
a civil debt against the property owner, or, at the option of the governing authority, an
assessment against the property. The "cost assessed against the property" means either the cost
to the municipality of using its own employees to do the work or the cost to the municipality of
any contract executed by the municipality to have the work done, and administrative costs and
legal costs of the municipality.

(1) If the governing authority does not declare the cost and any penalty shall be collected as a
civil debt, then the assessment above provided for shall be a lien against the property and may be
enrolled in the office of the circuit clerk of the county as other judgments are enrolled, and the
tax collector of the municipality shall, upon order of the board of governing authorities, proceed
to sell the land to satisfy the lien as now provided by law for the sale of lands for delinquent
municipal taxes.

(2) All decisions rendered under the provisions of this section may be appealed in the same
manner as other appeals from municipal boards or courts are taken.

RECOMMENDATION:

The staff recommend that the Code Enforcement Officer be authorized to place a lien against the
property in accordance with the attached ORDER and the provisions set forth pursuant to
Mississippi Code Annotated, 1972 § 21-19-11, Cleaning and Clearing of Private Property.

ATTACHMENTS 6:
1. Draft Order
2. Before and After Photos
3. Invoice/Purchase Order
4. Council Decision Letter
5. Property Tax Document
6. Parcel Information
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March 24, 2015

Pelfresne W Villa Venice (B&B)
P.O. Box 129
Island Lake, IL 60042

Reference:  Public Hearing Decision
1619 Mary Ann Drive, Gautier, Mississippi 39553
PIDN: 87110371.000

To Whom It May Concern:

The City of Gautier, Mayor and City Council held a public hearing on March 17, 2015, pursuant to
Mississippi Code Annotated 1972 § Title 21, Chapter 19, Section 11, concerning the above
referenced property. After hearing comments from the City staff and citizens, the mayor and city
council found the above referenced property to be in such a state of uncleaniiness as to be a menace
to the public health, safety, and welfare of the community.

Staff advised the Mayor and City Council that the owner of the property had taken steps to cover the
pool and presented pictures of the progress. The pictures were taken just a few hours before the
public hearing. The Council determined that the approach the owner was taking to cover the pool was
not a solution that would correct the safety concerns that are posed with the swimming pool.

The Mayor and City Council deliberated and directed staff to move forward with cleaning the property.

Based on the decision of the governing authority, if the owner does not do so by April 1, 2015, the city
shall proceed to clean the land by the use of municipal workers or by contract. The scope of the work
may include: '

Draining and filling the swimming pool.

Removing the pool house structure and remnants of the old house (primary structure).
Removing any other slabs/walks/protrusions that are deemed an “attractive Nuisance”

Cutting grass, weeds, and other overgrown vegetation.

Removing rubbish/trash/debris.

Removing the fence as needed for access of equipment and repairing fence back to the same
existing condition,

Additionally, the municipality may reenter the property or parcel of land for a period of one year after
the hearing without any further hearings. Notice will be posted on the property or parcel of land and at
city hall or another place in the municipality where such notices are generally posted at least seven
(7) days before the property or parcel of land is reentered for cleaning.

“NMatuze's S’Wa}hfmunﬂg "



The city will place a lien against the taxes each time the property is cleaned along with an authorized
administrative fee.

Again, you have until April 1, 2015, to clean the property as specified above and save yourself any
additional expenses associated with this abatement process. You also have the right to appeal in the
same manner as other appeals from municipal decisions.

If you have any questions you can contact the City of Gautier, Code Enforcement Office, Monday ~
Friday, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM, CST at (228) 497-1878, or by e-mail at ccreel@gautier-ms.gov.

Sincerely,

Clint Creel
Animal Control/Code Enforcement Officer
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