
              

February 5, 2015 
Gautier, Mississippi 

 BE REMEMBERED THAT a regular meeting of the Gautier Planning Commission of the 

City of Gautier, Mississippi, was held February 5, 2015 at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of 

the Gautier Municipal Building at 3330 Highway 90, Gautier, Mississippi. 

 Commission Members present were: David Wooten, Chairman; Larry Dailey, Vice 

Chairman; Commissioners Jimmy Green, Anthony York, Greg Spanier and Sandra Walters.  Also 

present were: Chandra Nicholson, Economic Development and Planning Director; Wes Devers, 

City Planner; Tricia L. Thigpen, Deputy City Clerk.  Absent was Josh Danos, City Attorney. 

              

Chairman Wooten called the meeting to order. 

              

AGENDA 

GAUTIER PLANNING COMMISSION 

February 5, 2015 

6:00 P.M. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE  

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – (JANUARY 5, 2015) 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 (MATTERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA) 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 A. MORAN AWARD 
 
 B. RULES AND PROCEDURES OF PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. LEGISLATIVE 
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1. REQUEST TO AMEND SECTION 6.2 OF THE UDO TO ALLOW ACCESSORY 
USES, BUILDING AND STRUCTURES, TO BE LOCATED ON SEPARATE BUT 
CONTIGUOUS  LOTS/PARCELS.  (CITY INITIATE) (GPC #15-01-UDO) 

 
VIII. GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
 A. PREVIOUS CASE UPDATES 
 
 B. UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE COMPREHENSIVE UPDATES 
 
 C. UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT & EVENTS 
 
IX. ADJOURN  
              

Vice Chairman Larry Dailey made the motion to approve the agenda order.  Commissioner 

Green seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded: 

 AYES:  David Wooten 
   Larry Dailey 
   Jimmy Green 
   Anthony York 
   Greg Spanier 
   Sandra Walters 
 
 NAYS:   None 
 
Motion passed. 
              

Vice Chairman Larry Dailey made the motion to approve January 5, 2015 minutes.  

Commissioner Walters seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded: 

 AYES:  David Wooten 
   Larry Dailey 
   Jimmy Green 
   Anthony York 
   Greg Spanier 
   Sandra Walters 
 
 NAYS:  None 
 
Motion passed. 
 
              

Page 2 of 12



PUBLIC COMMENTS (MATTERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION NOT LISTED ON THE 

AGENDA) 

No Comments 

              

OLD BUSINESS 

 A.  LARRY MORAN AWARD PRESENTATION 

Chairman Wooten presented the Larry Moran Award to Mr. Jerry Lee, owner of Jerry Lee’s 

Grocery.  

Present for the award ceremony was Mr. and Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Janie Moran, Lucy Moran-Hartje, 

Nicole Moran, Quint Moran and Adam Moran. 

 B. RULES AND PROCEDURES OF PLANNING COMMISSION 

Commission decided to postpone approval of Rules and Procedures until the Unified 

Development Ordinance updates are completed. 

              

Chairman Wooten called for a 5 minute recess @ 6:18 P.M. 

Meeting resumed at 6:23 P.M. 

              

NEW BUSINESS 

 A. LEGISLATIVE 

1. REQUEST TO AMEND SECTION 6.2 OF THE UDO TO ALLOW ACCESSORY 

USES, BUILDING AND STRUCTURES, TO BE LOCATED ON SEPARATE BUT 

CONTIGUOUS LOTS/PARCELS.  (CITY INITIATED) (GPC #15-01-UDO) 

Chairman Wooten introduced the request. 

Economic Development and Planning Director Chandra Nicholson presented the request to the 

Commission.  Staff is requesting an amendment to Section 6.2, “Accessory Uses, and Buildings”, 

of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO).  The amendment would allow accessory uses, 

building and structures to be located on separate, but contiguous lots/unplatted parcels from 

the lot/parcel containing the principle use. 
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The UDO does not permit accessory uses and buildings on adjoining lots under the same 

ownership.  Currently, when an application is made to put an accessory use on an adjacent lot to 

the principle structure, staff requires property owners go to the Jackson County Courthouse and 

collapse the lot lines to combine the contiguous lots into one lot.  Frequently, lots cannot easily 

be combined due to mortgage issues, subdivision platting issues, title issues, etc. 

Staff finds that the requirement for any accessory uses/buildings/structures to be located on the 

same lot as the principle use puts an undue hardship on property owners in cases where 

property owners own two or more contiguous lots.  Furthermore, requiring applicants to go 

through a lengthy process to collapse lot lines would not be considered being “business 

friendly”.   

Staff finds that the probable intent of the “same lot” requirement is that an accessory use is not 

constructed without a principle use on a particular “site”. Therefore, staff proposes an 

amendment to change any reference to the same “lot”, to the same “site”. Applicants would still 

be required to have an appropriate principle use on the site. 

After completing staff presentation Mrs. Nicholson stated she would answer any questions from 

the Commission. 

Vice Chairman Dailey suggested that the  last part of Section 6.2 Paragraph D be modified to 

read “in the back yard opposite the streets for corner sites”. 

Vice Chairman Dailey made the motion to accept Staff recommendation to amend  Section 6.2 

of the UDO changing the word “lot” to “site” in two locations and amend paragraph D as follows:  

“In residential zoned districts, all accessory uses shall be located in the side or rear yard areas 

and in the back yard opposite the streets for corner sites”.  

Commissioner York asked how staff would address the issue if there were two lots that were 

adjacent to the corner. 

Vice Chairman Dailey illustrated for the Commissioners how the issue would be addressed.   

Commissioner Walters asked how this amendment affects apartments. 

Mrs. Nicholson stated that on page 173 Section 6.2.1 Permitted Accessory Structures of the UDO 

list accessory structures that are allowed and apartments are not listed. 

Commissioner Green asked would a resident have to apply for a permit to have an accessory 

structure. 

Mrs. Nicholson replied yes. 

Chairman Wooten asked Vice Chairman Dailey to repeat his motion. 
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Vice Chairman Dailey made the motion to accept Staff’s recommendation to amend Section 6.2 

of the UDO changing the word “lot” to “site” in two locations and amend paragraph D as follows:  

“In residential zoned districts, all accessory uses shall be located in the side or rear yard areas 

and in the back yard opposite the streets for corner sites”.   Chairman Wooten seconded the 

motion. 

Mrs. Nicholson and the Commission discussed the definition of “backyard”. 

After a lengthy discussion the following vote was recorded: 

  AYES:  David Wooten 
    Larry Dailey 
    Jimmy Green 
    Anthony York 
    Greg Spanier 
    Sandra Walters 
 
  NAYS:  None 

Motion passed. 

               

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

  A. PREVIOUS CASE UPDATES 

Mrs. Nicholson stated that there were no updates.  All previous cases have been resolved. 

  B. UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE COMPREHENSIVE UPDATES 

Chairman Wooten requested a copy of the UDO on cd and stated that the UDO on the website 

was not searchable.   

Mrs. Nicholson asked to meet with the Commissioners to complete the updates for the UDO by 

the next scheduled meeting. 

Chairman Wooten requested a copy of the Comprehensive Plan for Commissioner York. 

  C.  UDATE ON DEVELOPMENTS & EVENTS 

Chairman Wooten asked for update on the mall. 

Mrs. Nicholson stated staff met with mall developers and they would prefer any discussions 

during the meeting, not be discussed in open meetings. 

Mrs. Nicholson stated that Walmart has been delayed but expects they will break ground this 

year. 
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Mrs. Nicholson also gave the following updates: 

Bienville Medical Center is moving forward with the development. 

Sun Suites had their ribbon cutting ceremony.  

Gautier Men’s Club Mardi Gras Parade is scheduled for Saturday, February 7th at 7:00 P.M. 

               

Chairman Wooten made the motion to adjourn until April 2, 2015 due to the lack of agenda 

items on the March 5, 2015 agenda.  Commissioner Spanier seconded the motion and the 

following vote was recorded: 

  AYES:  David Wooten 
    Larry Dailey 
    Jimmy Green 
    Anthony York 
    Greg Spanier 
    Sandra Walters 
  
  NAYS:  None 
 
Motion passed. 
               
 

 SUBMITTED BY: 

 

 

        DATE:     

Chandra Nicholson, Director 

Economic Development & Planning Director 

 

 

        DATE:     

David Wooten, Chairman 

Gautier Planning Commission 
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