
CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Samantha Abell, City Manager 

From:   Chandra Nicholson, Director of Economic Development and Planning 

Date:    July 25, 2014 

Subject:          Letter of Support for Jackson County Civic Action Committee’s Application for 

an Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership Grant  

           _____ 

REQUEST: 

The Jackson County Civic Action Committee (JCCAC) has requested a letter of support from 

the Gautier City Council for the JCCAC’s application for a federally funded Early Head Start-

Child Care (EHS-CC) Partnership Grant.  

 

BACKGROUND: 
The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) has announced the availability of 

approximately $500 million to be competitively awarded for the purpose of expanding access to 

high-quality, comprehensive services to low-income infants and toddlers and their families 

through Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships. New or existing Early Head Start Programs 

will partner with local center-based and family child care providers and, through activities 

including training and technical assistance, management, and the delivery of comprehensive 

services, support them in meeting the Early Head Start Program Performance Standards.  

  

DISCUSSION: 

If awarded, this five-year funding opportunity would enable the JCCAC to provide high quality 

early learning experiences to at least 72 additional infants and toddlers per year in Jackson 

County. Several child care centers and family daycare homes in Gautier are interested in 

partnering with the JCCAC in this initiative. In addition to increasing the availability of child 

care slots for children birth to three, these proposed partnerships would improve the quality of 

existing child care facilities and would create new jobs needed to meet the Early Head Start 

Standards.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Economic Development and Planning Department recommends that City Council provide a 

letter of support for the Jackson County Civic Action Committee’s grant application as 

requested.   

 

The City Council may:  

1. authorize submission of the attached letter of support for the JCCAC’s grant 

application; 

2. authorize submission of the attached letter of support with revisions; or 

3. decline to offer a letter of support. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S):  

Letter of Support for Jackson County Civic Action Committee‘s grant application (draft) 
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