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CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Samantha Abell, City Manager 

From:   Joe Belles, Code Enforcement Officer 

Through:   Patty Huffman, Grants and Project Manager 

  Chandra Nicholson, Planning and Economic Development Director 

Date:    March 17, 2014  

Subject:          3824 Kendale Drive Gautier, Mississippi 39553.   

 Lien/Council Order Request to Adjudicate Private Property Clean Up Costs. 

                         

 
REQUEST: 

 

Pursuant to the Mississippi Codes Annotated, 1972 § Title 21, Chapter 19, Section 11, the private 

property identified below was cleaned to the satisfaction of the Planning and Economic Development 

Director.   

 

Per the attached invoice from TRI-STAR Demolition Service, who was authorized to secure all doors and 

lower level windows, remove exterior trash and debris, and perform routine yard maintenance, the City of 

Gautier, incurred a cost of $948.32 combined with a penalty fee of $1,500.00 equals a sum of $2,448.32.   

  
Legal Description:   PIDN 86026063.000  

    Lot 63 Northwood Hills Subdivision 

    Deed Book 636, page 355 

 

Property Address:             3824 Kendale Drive Gautier Mississippi 39553  

    

Owners of Record:   Norman E. Thompson (Deceased).         Arthur D. Carlisle, Executor 

Last Known Address:  1201 Hunter Creek Road Apt F   900 Washington Avenue   

    Northport, Alabama 35479  Ocean Springs, MS 39564 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

This property was approved for private property clean up during the City of Gautier, Council 

Meeting and Public Hearing held on February 4, 2014.  After considering staff, citizen, and 

neighbors comments during the public hearing, the mayor and city council approved the 

recommendation of staff to clean up the private property after the statutory 10-day appeal period 

from the date of council action and adjournment (March 4, 2014). The property executor was 

given the opportunity to clean the property before the city proceeded with a contractor to clean 

the property.  TRI-STAR Demolition Service started the authorized clean up and securing the 

property on March 11, 2014 and completed the task on March 12, 2014, to the satisfaction of the 

Planning and Economic Development Department. 
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DISCUSSION: 

 

Mississippi Statute provides procedures for municipalities to clean private property determined 

to be a menace to the municipal community thus: 

 

The governing authority may by resolution adjudicate the actual cost of cleaning the property 

and may impose a penalty not to exceed One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) or 

fifty percent (50%) of the actual cost, whichever is more.  The cost and any penalty may become 

a civil debt against the property owner, or, at the option of the governing authority, an 

assessment against the property.  The "cost assessed against the property" means either the cost 

to the municipality of using its own employees to do the work or the cost to the municipality of 

any contract executed by the municipality to have the work done, and administrative costs and 

legal costs of the municipality.   

     (1)  If the governing authority does not declare the cost and any penalty shall be collected as a 

civil debt, then the assessment above provided for shall be a lien against the property and may be 

enrolled in the office of the circuit clerk of the county as other judgments are enrolled, and the 

tax collector of the municipality shall, upon order of the board of governing authorities, proceed 

to sell the land to satisfy the lien as now provided by law for the sale of lands for delinquent 

municipal taxes. 

     (2)  All decisions rendered under the provisions of this section may be appealed in the same 

manner as other appeals from municipal boards or courts are taken. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

 The City of Gautier, Code Enforcement Officer be authorized to place a lien against the 

property in accordance with the attached ORDER and the provisions set forth pursuant of 

Mississippi Code Annotated, 1972 § 21-19-11, Cleaning and Clearing of Private 

Property. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 3: 

 

1. Council Decision Letter 

2. Property tax document 

3. Parcel information 

4. Invoice 

5. Photos 

6. Revised Order Request 
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