
CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Samantha Abell, City Manager 

From:   Patty Huffman, Grants and Projects Manager 

Through:   Chandra Nicholson, Director of Economic Development and Planning 

Date:    February 26, 2014 

Subject:          Memorandum of Agreement with the MS Department of Archives and History for the 

Community Heritage Preservation Grant for the former Gautier Colored School Project 

(CHPG#2013-018) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

REQUEST: 

The Economic Development and Planning Department requests City Council authorization to enter 

into a Memorandum of Agreement with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH) 

for a Community Heritage Preservation Grant for the Mississippi Landmark, the (former) Gautier 

Colored School also known as the West Pascagoula Colored School. Approval to apply for grant 

funding was authorized by City Council in September 2013.   

   

BACKGROUND: 

The Mississippi Legislature has approved the ninth round of funding for the Community Heritage 

Preservation Grant Program.  This program authorizes the Mississippi Department of Archives and 

History to make grants available for the preservation, restoration, development and interpretation of 

historic courthouses and school buildings. To be eligible, a building must be designated a Mississippi 

Landmark under the Antiquities Law of Mississippi prior to application. This structure was originally 

built in 1921 by patrons of the school as a one-room schoolhouse for Gautier’s African-American 

children and was used as a school until 1946. Later, the building was used as a community center and 

voting place. The building was designated as a Mississippi Landmark by MDAH on October 19, 2012.   

 

DISCUSSION: 

The Gautier Historic Preservation Commission has identified the Gautier Colored School as an 

important historic site for rehabilitation and preservation. It was listed as one of the Ten Most 

Endangered Historic Places in Mississippi for 2013. MDAH has awarded the City $80,000 for the first 

phase of the project which will focus on stabilizing the building. All grant applicants must provide 

evidence of cash matching funds (private, local or federal) in an amount not less than 20% of the total 

project (or $20,000).  Grant awards will be paid to grantees on a reimbursable basis after the 

successful completion of the project or at the successful completion of pre-established phases of the 

project.  All projects must be completed by December 1, 2016.   

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

The Economic Development and Planning Department recommends that City Council authorize 

entering into a Memorandum of Agreement with MDAH for Community Heritage Preservation 

funding as outlined above.  City Council may:  

1. authorize entering into a Memorandum of Agreement with MDAH for the Gautier Colored 

School Rehabilitation Project as outlined above; or 

2. disapprove entering into a Memorandum of Agreement with MDAH for the Gautier 

Colored School Rehabilitation Project.   

 

ATTACHMENT(S):   

MS Community Heritage Preservation Grant- Memorandum of Agreement (CHPG#2013-018) 
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