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CITY OF GAUTIER 

MEMORANDUM 

 
 
To:  Samantha Abell, City Manager 

From:   Joe Belles, Code Enforcement Officer 

Through:   Patty Huffman, Grants and Project Manager 
  Chandra Nicholson, Planning and Economic Development Director 
Date:    January 13, 2014  

Subject:          3824 Kendale Drive Gautier, Mississippi 39553.   
 Conduct public hearing to determine if the property or parcel of land is a menace 

to the public health, safety and welfare of the community. 
 
 

REQUEST: 

 

Pursuant to the Mississippi Codes Annotated, 1972 § Title 21, Chapter 19, Section 11, the City 
of Gautier, the Mayor and City Council will conduct a public hearing and receive public 
comment(s) regarding staff’s recommendation to clean this private property and render the 
structure safe by securing all windows and doors.  
  
BACKGROUND: 

 

An initial telephone complaint from a neighbor concerned with code violations was reviewed 
and substantiated by code enforcement and a code violation file was opened against the property 
in July 2009. Code enforcement has dealt with repeated minor code violations since July 2009. 
The most recent case was reopened when the Crime Prevention Officer requested code 
enforcement clean and secure the property as neighbors have complained at neighborhood watch 
meetings repeatedly.  Code enforcement learned the owner was deceased (December 2, 2006) 
and began working with the appointed executor Ms. Wendy Neary and the appointed attorney 
Michael J Vallette, to correct the minor recurring violations. Initially both individuals would 
respond and correct the violations when requested. In May 2012, code enforcement contacted 
Ms. Wendy Neary concerning code violations and Ms. Neary responded by informing code 
enforcement she was no longer the appointed executor of the property.   Code enforcement has 
sent four letters to the appointed attorney and the last three have not received a reply.  In 
addition, telephone calls to the attorney’s office have not been answered.  The 2011 and 2012 
taxes remain unpaid by the estate; however, the appointed attorney Michael J. Vallette, for the 
last four years has redeemed the most delinquent taxes to prevent a tax sale of the property. The 
vacant property continues to show signs of disrepair with visible signs of decaying wood 
surfaces noticeable from the public right-of-way. 
 
Property owners in the vicinity remain concerned with the visible appearance of this overgrown 
property and the unsecured/unsafe structure.  Neighbors are concerned for the health, safety and 
welfare of their neighborhood.  Code enforcement informed the owners by letter on December 9, 
2012, the property would be recommended for a public hearing if not in compliance by January 
6, 2014.  On January 4, 2014, the Mayor and City Council set a public hearing date of February 
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4, 2014, and all interested parties were notified by letter. Additionally, both the property and city 
bulletin board were posted with a copy of the public hearing notice two weeks prior to the 
scheduled hearing. 
  
DISCUSSION: 

 

The primary goal is to clean up and maintain the overgrown property pursuant to the Mississippi 
Codes Annotated, 1972 § Title 21, Chapter 19, Section 11, and secure the structure in accordance 
with the International Building Code requirements. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends the Mayor and Council should allow the responsible party has until February 
28, 2014, to clean up the property and secure the structures doors and windows.  If the property 
is not cleaned and structures doors, windows secured by February 28, 2014, the Mayor, and 
Council should direct staff to commence with clean up of the property as prescribed after the 
statutory 10-day appeal period from the date of Council action and adjournment.   
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 13: 

 

1. Quasi-Judicial Procedures 
2. Property tax document 
3. Parcel information 
4. Jan 9, 2013, Letter of notification public hearing 
5. Public Notice Document Posted two weeks prior to public hearing 
6. Dec 9, 2013, Letters of notification to set date for public hearing 
7. May 31, 2012, Letter of violation 
8. May 12, 2011. Letter of violation 
9. Aug 10, 2009, Letter of violation 
10. Jul 20, 2009, Letter of violation 
11. Jul 9, 2009. code violation notice 
12. Chancery Court, Cause No. 2009-1089-NH (5 pgs) 
13. Misc Photos of property (4 pgs) 
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