
 

Staff Response: The Comprehensive Plan states that churches may be permitted as a 
conditional use in a commercial district with conditions imposed to ensure that the use is 
compatible with its surroundings 
 

7. Does the proposed use pose a hazardous, detrimental, or disturbing affect, either real or 
perceived, to present surrounding land uses due to noises, glare, smoke, dust, odor, 
fumes, water pollution, vibration, electrical interference, or other nuisances?  Explain.  
 
Applicant Response: No.  
  
Staff Finding: There is no evidence that the proposed use poses a hazardous, detrimental 
or disturbing affect to present surrounding uses. 
  

8. Does the use conform to all district regulations for the applicable district in which it is 
located, or have other provisions been provided for?  Explain. 
 
Applicant Response: The church is very small and it will be a place for teaching, 
learning, counseling, etc. It will not be a nuisance to the area nor will it be loud or 
distracting. The space is big enough and the acoustics are in place for such a proposal. 
The church is only a year and half old. 
 
Staff Finding: The proposed use can be made to conform to district regulations with 
certain conditions. 
 

DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE LAW: 
 

1. The UDO defines conditional uses as specific uses which are enumerated in each 
zoning district and which because of their nature are not allowed by right but may be 
allowed after the required review process.  The City may specify certain conditions as 
necessary to make the use compatible with other uses in the same district.  
Conditional uses are issued for uses of land and uses designated “Conditional Uses-
Major” are transferable from one (1) owner of land to another. 
 
The UDO further defines Conditional Uses-Major as uses that are not allowed by 
right but require a recommendation by the Planning Commission and the approval of 
the City Council. Additionally, if the conditional use is transferred to a new owner, 
the new owner must submit a letter to the Economic Development Director agreeing 
to the current terms and conditions before a business license may be issued. 

2. Conditional Uses-Major require a public hearing before the Planning Commission 
and approval by the City Council (Section 4.14 of the UDO). 

 



 

RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff finds that the proposed use may be compatible and harmonious with the Community 
Commercial District and recommends approval with the following conditions: 
 

1. The location shall meet all accessibility requirements for change of occupancy as 
stated in Section 3409 of the International Building Code. (See Exhibit F.) 
 

2. The physical location of the church and all operations shall be restricted to the 
location at 4341 Gautier-Vancleave Road, Suite #9. Any further expansion shall 
require the permit to be amended. 
   

3. Noise levels shall meet the City’s noise ordinance. (See Exhibit G.) 
 
CONCLUSION: 
  
The Planning Commission may:  

 
1. Recommend that City Council approve the Conditional Use-Major; 

2. Recommend that City Council approve the Conditional Use-Major with changes; or 

3. Recommend that City Council deny the Conditional Use-Major. 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 

1. Applicant’s Exhibit 1 – Application 

2. City’s Exhibit A – Location Map 

3. City’s Exhibit B – Existing Zoning Map  

4. City’s Exhibit C – Existing Land Use Map 

5. City’s Exhibit D – Future Land Use Map 

6. City’s Exhibit E – Draft Conditional Use-Major Development Order 

7.    City’s Exhibit F – Section 3409 of the International Building Code 

8.      City’s Exhibit G – Section 15-5 City of Gautier’s Code of Ordinances 






















