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	This Mutual Aid Agreement (Agreement) is being entered into by the cities of Pascagoula and Gautier, Mississippi, by and through their respective Police Departments (Pascagoula Agency and Gautier Agency).  The parties are authorized to enter into this Agreement pursuant to House Bill 35, which was approved by the Governor of the State of Mississippi on March 27, 2002.  That legislation allows municipalities within Jackson County to “provide municipal equipment, manpower, and other municipal services and resources…to one or more other incorporated municipalities within Jackson County which are adjacent to and share a corporate municipal boundary…”.
	Based on the foregoing authority the parties now mutually covenant, contract and agree as set forth hereinbelow.
1. The Pascagoula Agency has developed a special weapons and tactics team (S.W.A.T. Team) which has been in effect for approximately one year and consists of eleven highly trained members.  The Gautier Agency does not have such a team on its roster at this time.  
2. Pascagoula Agency agrees to make available to the Gautier Agency, on a call basis, members of the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team to respond to situations in the City of Gautier for which such officers are specially trained.  Such response will be on the basis of equipment and manpower available at the time of the call to make the response.  At all times when responding to a call by the Gautier Agency, the Pascagoula Agency S.W.A.T. Team shall remain under and respond to the command structure of the Pascagoula Agency.  The Gautier Agency shall exercise no control or authority over the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team when that team is deployed to the City of Gautier.
3. Pascagoula Agency hereby agrees to accept from the Gautier Agency any of its members that it desires to train for the ultimate purpose of forming a S.W.A.T. Team at the Gautier Agency.  The parties acknowledge that the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team holds training sessions in the City of Pascagoula, and elsewhere as needed, on a monthly basis.  The Pascagoula Agency shall furnish to the Gautier Agency the dates and times of all such training sessions and will allow the Gautier Agency’s designees to attend and participate in such training sessions.  
4. Gautier Agency understands and agrees that the responsibility for equipping any of their designees for such training shall be borne by the Gautier Agency.  Any equipment or supplies belonging to the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team that may be used by the Gautier Agency’s designees for training purposes shall remain the exclusive property of the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team.
5. Gautier Agency also acknowledges and agrees to be fully responsible for its designees during their training with the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team and further acknowledges that the Pascagoula Agency does not accept any responsibility, or liability, whatsoever for any injuries that might be sustained by the Gautier Agency’s designees during the training exercises.  While the Gautier Agency’s designees are in training, they will respond to the designated training officer for the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team.  
6. As part of the training process, the Pascagoula Agency will notify the Gautier Agency in the event of a mission for the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team in the City of Pascagoula, or elsewhere, so that the Gautier Agency’s designees may participate in the response and thereby gain actual experience in the use of the weapons and tactics used by the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team.  In the event that the Gautier Agency elects to deploy its designees on a mission with the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team outside the corporate boundaries of the City of Gautier, then in such event, Gautier Agency acknowledges that their designees shall be responsive to the command structure of the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team.  
7. Nothing in this Mutual Aid Agreement shall be construed as an attempt by either Agency to create a Multi-Agency S.W.A.T. Team.  The parties agree that this is a Mutual Aid Agreement only and that they will cooperate to effect its purpose for the benefit of the citizens of Gautier as well as the citizens of Pascagoula.  Nothing in this Agreement binds either Agency to provide services upon demand; however, both Agencies shall cooperate with one another to respond to calls for assistance as quickly and efficiently as possible.  
8. Gautier Agency acknowledges that there will be significant benefit to be achieved by allowing its designees to train with the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team.  The Gautier Agency further acknowledges that there are other avenues for training its designees and that such other training as may be recommended by the Pascagoula Agency’s S.W.A.T. Team will be at the expense of the Gautier Agency and at its sole election.  
9. Each Agency shall be responsible for any disciplinary measures that might need to be taken against its own officers who are participating in this Mutual Aid Agreement.
10. The participating Agencies recognize that this Mutual Aid Agreement has been sanctioned by their respective City Councils and that the same can be terminated by either Council at its sole discretion.  The initial term for this Mutual Aid Agreement shall be one year from the date of approval by the City Council which last approves the Agreement.  Thereafter, the Agreement will be renewed annually on its anniversary date unless the same is otherwise terminated by affirmative action taken by either City Council.  No modifications of this Agreement shall be allowed unless reduced to writing and approved by the City Councils for each Agency.

WITNESS THE SIGNATURES of the respective Agencies by their duly authorized Chiefs of Police.


						CITY OF PASCAGOULA
					By:______________________________
						Kenny Johnson
					
					Date:____________________________
						
CITY OF GAUTIER
					By:______________________________ 
	`					Dante Elbin
					
Date:____________________________
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