MEMORANDUM
DATE:  
June 10, 2013

TO: 
 
Samantha D. Abell, City Manager

THRU: 
Eric Meyer, Planning and Economic Development Director



Patty Huffman, Grants and Projects Manager





FROM: 
Joseph E. Belles, Code Enforcement Officer


SUBJECT: 
Revised Animal Control Ordinance                           
ISSUE:

Pursuant to the Mississippi Codes Annotated, 1972 § Title 21, Chapter 13 Ordinances and Chapter 19 Health, Safety and Welfare, Staff requests the Mayor and City Council set a public hearing date for July 16, 2013, to receive public comment regarding the revision of the City’s Animal Control Ordinance. 
BACKGROUND:
The Economic Development and Planning Department finds that it has been over a decade since the City’s Animal Control Ordinance was last amended. There have been significant changes since the last revision and an increase in the number of animals in the city, the number of people in the city, and the number of unfavorable encounters between people and animals.  Staff recommends that it would be in the best interest of the City to adopt a revised animal control ordinance in order to appropriately address existing animal control issues and to aid in protecting the public health, safety, and welfare of our citizens.  Staff has reviewed numerous local ordinances with special emphasis on Jackson County, Ocean Springs, and Pascagoula Animal Control Ordinances. The proposed ordinance closely mirrors both the Jackson County and the Ocean Springs Animal Control Ordinances. Although Pascagoula and Ocean Springs have established a maximum number of dogs and cats allowed, the proposed ordinance for the City of Gautier does not set a limit on the number of cats and dogs allowed per household.  
APPLICABLE LAW:
Mississippi Statutes establish and allow municipal governments the authority to pass local ordinances as expressed in:

21-13-1 Authority to pass: penalties

21-13-9 Ordinances shall not contain more than one subject; amendments


21-19-19 Controlling running of animals at large; establishment of city pounds;  
cooperative agreements.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends Mayor and City Council hold a public hearing on July 16, 2013 to consider adoption of the attached revised City of Gautier Animal Control Ordinance.
ATTACHMENTS:
City of Gautier Animal Control Ordinance (Revised)
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