ORDINANCE NUMBER 000-2012

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI, PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY AND INTENT; AMENDING CHAPTER 18.4-47, CONNECTION WITH PROPER MUNICIPAL MAINS REQUIRED, TO ESTABLISH A QUALIFYING PAYMENT PLAN FOR SERVICES UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; ESTABLISHING EXEMPTION FROM CONNECTION OF SERVICES UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONSISTENSY; AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI: 
Section 1.  Authority & Intent 

The authority for enactment of this ordinance is Section 21-27-23 Mississippi Annotated Code. 
Section 2. Amendment of Section 18.4.47, Connection with Proper Municipal Mains Required, of the Code of Ordinances 
a.
Section 18.4.47, of the Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended as follows: 
18.4-47. CONNECTION WITH PROPER MUNICIPAL MAINS REQUIRED
The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, or recreation, situated within the city and abutting on any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a municipal water main of the city, is hereby required at his expense to connect such facilities directly with the proper municipal mains in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, within ninety (90) days after official notice to do so, provided that said municipal main is within one hundred (100) feet (30.5 meters) of the property line. Residents with primary residence three hundred (300) feet or greater from the municipal main shall not be required to connect.
Beginning ninety (90) days after official notice to connect, the owner will be billed for municipal water service in accordance with the established rate structure. The owner is responsible for all costs related or incidental to the installation including any tap fees established by the city. Exception: Any structure annexed by the city will be exempt from tap fees for ninety (90) days after official notification of water availability provided the structure existed or was substantially completed on the official date of annexation.
Qualifying Payment Plan. The City Manager or his/her designee may authorize an adjustment and/or payment plans for delinquent accounts, under certain circumstances. A minimum ten dollar ($10 dollar) monthly payment for delinquent debt must be assessed for qualifying accounts at plan start-up. A request for a payment plan shall be directed to the City Finance Director. The City will only authorize adjustments and/or payment plans on a case-by-case basis based upon the facts and circumstances of each account. The City Manager reserves the right to obtain City Council approval before authorization of an adjustment or payment plan is finalized.

In order to qualify for the hardship designation, participants must (1) show proof that they have been a resident and/or property owner at the affected address prior to the City’s 2002 annexation of the address, and (2) be eligible to participate in or already participate in one of the following low-income in programs: the Housing Subsidy Program For Renters; the Supplemental Security Income Program (S.S.I.); the Medicaid Program; the Nutrition Assistance Program (food stamps); the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program; the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC); and any federal or state unemployment compensation system, which would include those receiving unemployment compensation, a high school, college, vocational school or trade school student with a valid school identification card; a person 65 years of age or older; a person who has claimed the Earned Income Tax Credit on his state or federal individual income tax return for the most recent tax year; a person receiving worker’s compensation income benefits; an active military duty service member, a Reservist or a member of the National Guard while on active duty; and someone who has declared bankruptcy or is in foreclosure.

Section 3.  Effective Date


This Ordinance shall take effect upon proper advertisement and 30 days after approval by the City Council and signature of the Mayor.

Adopted: ___________________

________________________________







Tommy Fortenberry, Mayor

Attest:







__________________________



Cindy Russell, City Clerk




New language is underlined.
Deleted language is stricken.
Codification Instructions: Section 18 is codified and changes the code as stated.

