
CITY OF GAUTIER 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Samantha Abell, City Manager  
 
From:  Babs Logan, Planning Technician  
 
Thru:  Eric Meyer, Economic Development Director 
 
Date:  October 29, 2012  
 
Subject: Removal of Protected Tree on Brown Road – Site of Future Fire Station 
           
 
REQUEST: 
 
The Economic Development/Planning Department has received a request from Ray Frair, City of 
Gautier Fire Chief, to allow removal of a protected live oak from the future fire station site on 
Brown Road.  
 
DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE LAW: 
 
11.5.3 Permit Required for Significant/Specimen Tree Removal 

In accordance with the procedures in Article IV, Section 4.23.2 Tree Removal Permit, a Tree 
Removal Permit shall be issued by the ED Director prior to issuance of a building permit, if the 
site proposed for development contains trees.  Preservation of native trees including, but not 
limited to oaks, magnolia, cedar, elms, and pecan shall take priority in determination of trees to 
be preserved. 

 

 

11.5.5  Permit Required for Protected Tree Mitigation 

The ED Director shall issue a tree removal permit for a protected tree only upon Council 
adoption of a resolution finding a necessity for the removal of the protected tree(s). To 
determine whether a request warrants a finding of necessity, the Council shall consider 
the Comprehensive Plan, the intent of this ordinance to preserve protected trees, and also 
the following: 

A. Whether the continued preservation of the tree(s) places a significant 
hardship on the property owner; and 

B. Whether the continuation of the tree(s) would threaten public safety and 
welfare; and 

C. Whether all other options for preservation and/or relocation have been 
explored and found unsatisfactory. 



 

Except for owner-occupants of single-family residential homes, applicants who request 
permits to remove protected trees shall be required to prepare and implement a tree 
mitigation and preservation plan. Mitigation plans shall include provisions for planting 
the same species of protected tree, temporary or permanent irrigation, and monitoring for 
a two-year period, or an in-lieu fee. 

A.  The on-site mitigation plan shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 

1. A site plan depicting all living protected trees to be removed, utilizing 
clear and concise graphics. 

2. The plan shall include tree planting locations, size and species of trees to 
be planted, and planting and irrigation methods. 

 
B. Off-Site Mitigation Plan. The applicant may request that the approving 

authority approve one of the following methods for off-site mitigation 
within the City: 

1. Payment of an inch-for-diameter-inch replacement in-lieu fee, as set by 
city council resolution, to cover the cost of purchasing, planting and initial 
cost of the off-site plantings. Such fee shall be calculated based on $1,000 
per caliper inch, and shall be placed into the tree planting and maintenance 
fund to provide for tree planting and maintenance on public projects.  

2. A mitigation credit towards the value of the replacement in-lieu fee may 
be approved by Council for public amenities provided at the subject site, 
upon the submittal of project estimate and approval by Council.  

3. Planting of trees on either public property, property with a conservation 
easement, or on property with an irrevocable offer of dedication to the 
city, pursuant to the ratios set forth in subsection C of this section. 

 
C. Mitigation Tree Planting and Tree Preserve Replacement Ratios 

 

 

Table No:  24 Schedule for Replacement of Protected Trees 

Diameter 
of Tree 
Removed  

Minimum  Number  of Trees 

40" and 
above 

35 twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

Above 
35--40" 

50 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 25 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 



 

Above 
30--35" 

40 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 20 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

Above 
25--30" 

35 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 17 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

Above 
20--25" 

30 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 15 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

Above 
15--20" 

20 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 10 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

Above 
10--15" 

15 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 6 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

6--10" 
8 fifteen-gallon protected trees, or 4 
twenty-four inch box protected trees, or 
fee set by Council resolution 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
Staff has looked at the site plan and sees no other option but to allow removal of the tree to allow 
construction of the fire station. An off-site mitigation plan can be approved in conjunction with 
the MDOT Transportation Enhancement Project. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Economic Development Director recommends approval to remove the protected tree and 
mitigation in conjunction with the MDOT Transportation Enhancement Project. 
 
The City Council may: 
 

1. Approve the removal and mitigation of the protected tree as recommended by the 
Economic Development Director; or 
 

2. Deny the removal and mitigation of the protected tree. 
 



 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Letter from Chief Ray Frair 
Property Survey 
Site Plan 
Arial View of Property 
 
 










	Live Oak - Brown Road Fire Station.pdf
	Tree Removal (Future Fire Station Site)

