
Gautier Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

September 6, 2012 

 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. LEGISLATIVE 

1. REQUEST TO AMEND THE PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR A HEALTH 
CLUB/FITNESS CENTER (KENNY BORRIES, OWNER OF BODY QUEST) 
(GPC CASE #12-17-UDO) 

 
 

Synopsis:  This is a request to amend the UDO to decrease the number of parking spaces 
required for a Health Club/Fitness Center. 
 



CITY OF GAUTIER 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
To:  Chairman and Members Gautier Planning Commission 
 
From:  Babs Logan, Planning Technician 
 
Thru:  Eric Meyer, Planning and Economic Development Director 
 
Date:  August 31, 2012 
 
Subject: Request for an Amendment to the UDO Regarding Parking Requirements for a 

Health Club/Fitness Center to Allow Fewer Spaces per Square Foot of Gross 
Living Area. Requested by Kenny Borries, Owner of Body Quest (GPC #12-17-
UDO) 

        ___   ___________ 
 
REQUEST: 
 
The City has received an application from Kenny Borries, owner of Body Quest, requesting to 
amend Section 7.2.5 (D), Table 9 of the Unified Development Ordinance to amend the number 
of parking spaces required for a Health Club/Fitness Center from ten (10) plus one (1) per two 
hundred (200) square feet of GLA to ten (10) plus one (1) per five hundred (500) square feet of 
GLA.  
 
The applicant paid the required $250.00 application fee on August 15, 2012.  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The Amendment Process 
Amendments to the Unified Development Ordinance may be initiated by the City Council, the 
Gautier Planning Commission (GPC), the City Staff, or by a citizen. The process requires that 
the GPC review and forward a recommendation to the City Council on the proposed amending 
ordinance(s). 

 
After due public notice the City Council shall hold a public hearing after the first reading of the 
ordinance amending the UDO. The City Council may consider approval after a public hearing 
based on the application and the relevant support materials, testimony at the public hearing, the 
GPC recommendation, and the Staff Report.  
 
DISCUSSION: 

 
Staff contacted several cities to find out what their parking requirements were for Health 
Club/Fitness Centers and the results are as follows: 
 
Pascagoula – for a use not expressly listed in Table 6.2.D.1of the City’s UDO, the City Manager 
is authorized to: 



 2

a. Apply the minimum off-street parking space requirement specified in Table 6.2.D.1     
for the listed use that is deemed most similar to the proposed use; or 

b. Establish the minimum spaces required by referencing the standard parking 
resources published by the National Parking Association or the American Planning 
Association; or 

c. Establish the minimum spaces required based on a parking demand study prepared 
by the applicant that estimates parking demand based on the recommendations of the 
Institution of Traffic Engineers (ITE) or other acceptable source of parking demand 
data. 

 
Ocean Springs – Health Club or Exercise Club: 1 space for each 250 square feet of gross floor 
area 
 
Jackson County – parking requirements for uses other than those stated in the list shall be 
determined by the Planning Commission. 
 
Slidell, LA – Skating Rink, Dancehall, Exhibit Hall, Gym: Space equal to 2 times the gross floor 
area. 
 
Mandeville, LA – Exercise & Workout Rooms (Civic): 1 per 50 square feet per room 
 
NOTE:  The Parking Professional Magazine, which is the official magazine of the International 
Parking Institute, recommends the parking ratio for a freestanding health club is 7.70 spaces per 
1,000 square feet of building area. This ratio provides an operating cushion equal to about ten 
percent of the parking supply and a design standard equal to 85th percentile of peak parking 
conditions, both industry standards. (See attached article.) 
 
STAFF FINDINGS: 
 
Staff finds the number of parking spaces required for a Health Club/Fitness Center under Gautier’s 
UDO is comparable with other cities and therefore recommends denial of this request.  
       
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
The Planning Commission may: 
 

1. Recommend that City Council approve the Ordinance; or 
2. Recommend that City Council not approve the Ordinance. 

 
 
Enclosures:  Applicant’s Exhibit 1- Application 
  Article from The Parking Professional Magazine       

Ordinance  
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ORDINANCE  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI, PROVIDING 
AUTHORITY & INTENT; AMENDING ARTICLE 7, PARKING, LOADING, DRIVEWAY, 
LIGHTING AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS, OF THE 
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, BY REQUIRING TEN PLUS ONE PARKING 
SPACE PER FIVE HUNDRED SQURE FEET OF GROSS LIVING AREA FOR A  
HEALTH CLUB/FITNESS CENTER; AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI, THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
GAUTIER IS AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  Authority & Intent  
A. The Gautier Planning Commission held a public hearing after due public 

notice and considered this ordinance on Thursday, September 6, 2012. The 
City Council conducted a public hearing on September 18, 2012. 

B. The City Council finds that a Health Club/Fitness Center does not require the 
amount of off-street parking spaces originally stated in the Unified 
Development Ordinance.  

 
Section 2.  Amendment of Table 9   
 Article 7, Section 7.2.5 (D) Off-Street Parking Spaces Required, Unified 
Development Ordinance, is hereby amended to allow ten plus one parking space per five 
hundred square feet of gross living area for a Health Club/Fitness Center, as listed in 
Table 9. 
 
Section 3.  Conflicts 
 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed 
to the extent of such conflict. 
  
Section 4.  Severability 
 If any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or provision of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, 
such finding shall not affect the other provisions or applications of this ordinance which 
can be given effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision or application, and to 
this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared severable. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date 
 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval by the City Council 
and signature of the Mayor. 
 
 
Adopted: ___________________  ___________________________________ 
      Tommy Fortenberry, Mayor 
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Attest:      Approved as to form and legal sufficiency. 
 
 
__________________________   
Teresa Montgomery, 
Interim City Clerk    
 
 
New language is underlined. 
Deleted language is stricken. 
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