CITY OF GAUTIER

MEMORANDUM

To:

Samantha Abell, City Manager
From:  
Patty Huffman, Grants and Projects Manager

Through:  
Eric Meyer, Economic Development and Planning Department Director
Date:  

April 24, 2012
Subject:          Patriotic Displays and Promotion of USS Mississippi Commissioning ______________________________________________________________________

REQUEST:
The Economic Development and Planning Department requests that the promotional and patriotic items recommended below be approved for purchase to welcome visitors attending the commissioning of the USS Mississippi in Pascagoula on June 2, 2012 and other related events during the week prior to the commissioning.  
BACKGROUND:
According to the USS Mississippi Commissioning Committee, “the naming of Mississippi recognizes the state’s long-standing tradition of shipbuilding in support of our nation’s defense. It also honors the spirit of the people of Mississippi who have made great strides in recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. Construction on the USS Mississippi began in February 2007. The submarine is 377 feet long and 34 feet in diameter. The Virginia class is billed as the Navy’s “next generation” of attack sub. The fifth US Navy vessel to be named the USS Mississippi will be commissioned June 2, 2012, in Pascagoula.”  The USS Mississippi is expected to be in port several days prior to the June 2 commissioning and will be visible to the public from the Pascagoula Riverfront Development Site on the East Bank.  Over 7,000 people from across the state and across the nation are expected to attend the ceremony.  
The City of Pascagoula plans to promote the historic occasion by hanging flags and custom banners in their riverfront area and along Highway 90.  Sister cities along the Gulf Coast were asked if they would like to hang flags and/or banners as well to welcome the USS Mississippi and the many visitors coming to the area.

Discussion:

Quotes were obtained regarding various light pole banner designs, flags, and stand alone banners.  Prices and descriptions are listed below.
Options:
 (1)  3’ x 8’ banner with “Gautier welcomes the USS Mississippi” and logos:  $122.99

(20) 3’ x 5’ American flags and light pole brackets as needed:  $44.00 each for flags and poles, white aluminum brackets @ $9.95 each.  (Total cost: $880.00 for flags and poles, 2 brackets $19.90, plus shipping)
(10) Custom light pole banners (2’ x 4’) with Gautier print and USS Mississippi logo: $129.00 ea.
Recommendation:
After reviewing the above listed items, staff recommends the following:

· Purchase twenty (20) 3’ x 5’ American flags and (20) 5’ x 1” poles to be hung on light poles on Highway 90 between the Oak Street intersection and Singing River Electric.  This display will be consistent with Pascagoula’s plan to hang American flags on Highway 90.  These flags can also be re-used for other holidays and special events.  
· Purchase one (1) stand-alone 3’ by 8’ custom banner printed with “Gautier welcomes the USS Mississippi” to be placed eastbound on Highway 90 near the Oak Street intersection.  This banner will have a one-time use.
· Note:  Due to the cost of multiple light pole banners and the one-time nature of the custom banners, this option is not recommended.  
The City Council may:


1. Approve the purchases of 20 American flags and one 5’ x 8’ banner as recommended;

2. Approve the proposed purchases with changes; or

3. Disapprove the proposed purchases.

ATTACHMENT(S):
Proof of 3’ x 8’ banner (Gautier Welcomes the USS Mississippi):  Recommended
Proof of 2’ x 4’ light pole banner (Custom one-time banner- USS Mississippi):  Not recommended
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