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General Membership Meeting
18 July 2011

I. The meeting was called to order by Greg Spanier.
II. Open Discussion on items not on Agenda
A. Welcome visitors and new members
B. Andy Voda shared Chamber news regarding the Anchor awards, ribbon cuttings and ISA meetings
III. General Meeting 
A. Membership Report – Mary Martin
1. Mary visited several businesses in the area and found that more people are expressing an interest in GBA. The only complaint she encountered was that they attended meetings in the past and felt there was nothing happening. She assured all they would be pleased with the progress being made if they got involved now.
B. Business Expo – Delorise Nettles (Chair)		
1. Set for September 22nd
2. Delorise is working on putting together a more limited expo for GBA’s first run, to keep it manageable and professional.
3. The site is Baywood Commons, suites 2 and 3
4. The event will begin with a Ribbon cutting at 3:00pm and last until 8:00 pm to provide an opportunity for more people to participate.
5. The cost for members to participate is $25; non-members $50
6. Those interested in participating should contact Deloris Nettles at Delo’s House of Coffee.
7. Any new member that joins between now and the event will be allowed to participate in the Expo at no charge.
1. The costs will cover the costs of table rentals, electricity.
2. Our goal is to have 25-30 presenters.
C. Business Spotlight – Marshall Holyfield of Gulf Coast Publishing
1. Marshall was unable to attend tonight. 
D. Guest introduction – Companies represented: SRHS Clinic, Lewis Printing, Custom Flooring, Sandhill Crane Refuge
E. Coupon Book for members – Mollie
1. Cost per page is $380, if you are interested in participating, contact - Mollie Hillburn of Ad2, Inc.
IV. 7:00 to 7:15 Speaker - Maury Bedford (Sandhill Crane Refuge)
A. There are only 110 birds left in the world.
B. The refuge is 125 acres with an annual budget of over 2 million dollars and employs 25 people.
C. There is a huge potential for this refuge to grow and further increase awareness and tourism for Gautier.
D. 10,000 visitors which dine, shop and stay in our area. 
E. The refuge is going to be bringing in a group from Thailand.
F. They are hiring an administrative employee, and there will be an open house in September.
G. Everything on the sanctuary is protected.
H. They just completed a 2 million dollar roads project and they will open up those roads for biking.
I. They are doing driving tours now and are planning on increasing the number of tours.
J. Grand Bay allows archery hunting on the refuge.
K. Grand Bay is expanding, by up to 8,000 acres but it is all in Alabama.
L. He is congressionally mandated … and can purchase property at fair market value for any property within an approved area.
V. Hurley Ray Guillotte challenged GBA to bring back the Fall Festival decorations to the city of Gautier. Mr. Guillotte will chair the committee and recruit members to coordinate.
VI. Deloris Nettles and Jim Broadnax asked volunteers to stay after the General meeting for an Expo  committee meeting.
VII. 7:20 Motion made to adjourn by Mollie Hillburn, seconded by Jada Edwards.
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