
Gautier Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

August 2, 2012 

 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. QUASI-JUDICIAL 

1. REQUEST FOR HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT, HOME OFFICE FOR 
INTERNET SALES OF FASHION JEWELRY AND MEN’S T-SHIRTS, 2417 
HERITAGE DRIVE (ANDREA MURRAY, OWNER) (GPC CASE #12-11-HO) 

 

Synopsis: This request is before the Planning Commission because a citizen objection 
was received at Staff level.  Staff finds the application meets all applicable code 
requirements and recommends approval. 



QUASI-JUDICIAL PROCEDURES 

1. Announcement of Matter. Read the matter title to be considered. 

2. Swear the Witnesses. All witnesses, parties, citizen participants and City Staff 
who plan to speak at the hearing shall collectively be sworn at the beginning of the 
hearing by the City Attorney  

3. Ex Parte Disclosure. All members must disclose on the record any ex parte 
communications, to include any physical inspections of the subject property. The 
disclosure should include with whom any communication has taken place, a summary of 
the substance of the communication, and the date of the site visit, if any. If anyone has 
received written communications, the writing must be presented, read into record or a 
copy provided to all participants, and made a part of the official record.  
 
4. Applicant Presentation.  
 
5. Questions directed to Applicant. The applicant should answer any questions by 
the public, the Council, or others.  
 
6. Staff Presentation. This includes presentation of the staff report into the official 
record. 
 
7. Objections from Applicant. Confirm whether there are objections from the 
applicant regarding the staff report or development order.  
 
8. Questions directed to Staff. The staff answers any questions by the public, the 
Council, or others. 
 
9. Public Comments. Members of the public should be allowed to make comments 
regarding the application. 
 
10. Applicant rebuttal/final comments 
 
11. Staff rebuttal/final comments 
 
12. Call for final questions. 
 
13. Close public portion of the hearing. 
 
14. Motion & Deliberation. Council makes a motion, and debates and deliberates 
regarding the application and development order. 
 
15. Vote.  
 
16. Close the quasi-judicial proceeding. 



CITY OF GAUTIER 
STAFF REPORT 

 
To:  Chairman and Members, Planning Commission  
 
From:  Babs Logan, Planning Technician 
 
Through: Eric Meyer, Planning and Economic Development Director 
 
Date:  July 23, 2012  
 
Subject: Home Occupation Permit for Andrea Murray for home office for internet sales of 

fashion jewelry and men’s t-shirts at 2417 Heritage Drive (GPC Case No. 12-11-
HO) 

           
 
REQUEST: 
 
The Economic Development/Planning Department received a request from Ms. Andrea Murray 
for a Home Occupation Permit for a home office for internet sales of fashion jewelry and men’s 
t-shirts at 2417 Heritage Drive.  The application fee of $100 was paid on June 7, 2012.  All 
public notice requirements have been met.  

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The request property is zoned R-1 Low Density Single Family Residential.  Home Occupations 
are allowed in R-1 zoning districts in accordance with Article VI, Unified Development 
Ordinance. 

 
The request property is a single-family home located at 2417 Heritage Drive, PID 
#87340106.000.  

 
A Home Occupation can be approved by the Economic Development/Planning Director after an 
in-house hearing if no written objections are received.  If written objections are received to any 
Home Occupation request, the application will then be brought before the Planning Commission 
at a duly announced time and place.  (Unified Development Ordinance, Article IV, Section 4.21).  
Staff has received one written objection on this request.  
 
General Features: 
 

Square Footage of Lot:  approximately 11,500 sq. ft. 
Square Footage of Residence:  approximately 1170 sq. ft. 

 
Zoning and Land Use: 
 

Current Zoning - R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential 



 

Surrounding Zoning – R-1 Low Density Single-Family Residential to the north, south, 
east and west 
 
Surrounding Land Use – low density residential to the north, south, east and west 
 
Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Designation – Low Density Residential 

 
APPLICABLE ORDINANCES: 
 
Rules and regulations appropriate to the request are thus: 

SECTION 4.21:  Home Occupation Permit 

Applications for Home Occupation Permits shall be filed on the appropriate form 
available from the Economic Development Department. Applications shall supply all 
information required and be accompanied by the appropriate fees. The following 
information is required to accompany the application: 

A. Diagram of intended use, showing dimensions and distances of property, 
building with setbacks, parking spaces, entrances and exits 

B. Street address 

C. Copy of Protective covenants or deed restrictions, if any 

D. Copies of approval, or requests for approval from other agencies such as, but 
not limited to the Mississippi State Department of Health, U. S. Army Corp of 
Engineers, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality and Department 
of Marine Resources 

E. A Detailed Project Narrative 

F. Any other information requested by the ED Director and/or members of the 
Technical Review Committee 

 4.21.1 In-House Hearings 

The ED Director will conduct an in-house hearing on Applications for Home 
Occupations no sooner than ten (10) days following notices and letters to adjoining 
property owners.  If there are no objections received in writing, the Director may grant a 
permit for the Home Occupation provided the applicant has met all of the requirements as 
given in this Ordinance.  

Should there be objections to any Home Occupation request, the application will then be 
brought before the Planning Commission at a duly announced time and place.  

 



 

SECTION 6.7   Regulations for Home Occupations 

 6.7.1 General Regulations 

A home occupation is a gainful occupation conducted in a dwelling unit, for which an 
annual privilege license must be issued and that: 

A. No stock in trade or commodity shall be sold on the premises. 

B. There shall be no employment of help other than members of the resident 
family. 

C. Not more than twenty (20) percent of the heated and cooled square footage 
area of the dwelling unit not to exceed five hundred (500) square feet shall be 
used in conducting the home occupation. 

D. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises, 
no outdoor storage of anything, or any other visible evidence of the conduct of 
such home occupation other than one sign in accordance with regulations of 
Article not exceeding one non-illuminated sign no larger than one (1) square 
foot, mounted flush against the principal building. 

E. No home occupation shall be conducted in any accessory building. 

F. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volumes than 
would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood, and any need for 
parking generated by the conduct of such home occupation shall be off the 
street and other than in the required front yard. 

G. No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which 
increases noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, or electrical interference to 
adjoining properties. 

H. The ED Director shall periodically examine all businesses operating under a 
home occupation permit to determine if they are maintained in compliance 
with regulations set forth herein.  The ED Director of is authorized to notify 
any business found to not be in compliance to cease operations and to revoke 
said permits. 

I.   

6.7.2 Home Occupations Permitted 

The following occupations, subject to the requirements of the above section, may be 
permitted as home occupations: 

A. Artist, sculptor, author 

B. Catering Service when they are a part of operator’s residence 

C. Computer programming and word processing 

D. Cooking and preserving 

E. Dressmaker, seamstress, tailor, interior decorator 

F. Home office 



 

G. Instructional Studio, Private.  Teaching, including tutoring, musical instruction 
or dancing, but limited to one pupil per teacher at any given time 

H. Private Professional Office 

I. Telephone answering service 

J. Any other similar use which the ED Director determines is compatible.  The 
ED Director may elect to take any Home Occupation request to the Planning 
Commission for consideration.   

 

6.7.3 Prohibited Home Occupations 

The following are not permitted as home occupations: 

A. Animal hospitals or animal rescue operations 

B. Child Care Facilities including kindergartens 

C. Convalescent homes 

D. Repair Shops requiring outside or major repair to equipment and/or vehicles 

E. Coffee Shops, restaurants or any facility serving beverages or food to the 
public. 

F. Boarding House 

      
DISCUSSION: 
 
Neighborhood Services has visited the request site and witnessed no code violations relevant to 
the home occupation. The applicant has been made aware that any code violation on the property 
could result in suspension of the home occupation. 
 
Home offices are allowed as home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 6.7.1 of 
the Unified Development Ordinance.   If during review of a home occupation Staff finds that the 
applicant is not compliant with the general regulations set forth in the Unified Development 
Ordinance, Article 6, Section 6.7.1, the applicant’s home occupation permit can be rescinded.    
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff finds that the proposed home occupation meets the requirements for a home occupation as 
set forth in the Unified Development Ordinance and recommends approval.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 

Applicant’s Exhibit 1 – Application 

City’s Exhibit A – Copy of Objection Letter 

City’s Exhibit B - Maps 
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