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February 5, 2010

Mr. Sidney Runnels

City Manager -

City of Gautier

3330 Highway 90

Gautier, Mississippi 39553

Re: Residency Requirement of City Clerk
Dear Mr. Runnels:

Attorney General Jim Hood received your letter of request and assigned it to me for
research and reply.

Issue Presented

You ask that we reconsider our opinion issued to Ms. D. N. Sheffield dated May 18, 1981
wherein we said that the city clerk of a council-manager municipality was required to be a
resident of the city.

Response

We have reviewed the above referenced opinion and certain changes in the statutory law
since its issuance as well as case law and have concluded that it is discretionary with the
municipal governing authorities of council-manager municipalities as to whether
appointed municipal officers are required to be residents of the municipality.

Applicable Law and Discussion

Consistent with Sheffield, we issued an opinion on September 16, 1981 to Mayor Franklin
D. Jones wherein we said that Section 250 of the Mississippi Constitution of 1890
requires one to be a qualified elector in order to be eligible to hold either an elective or
appointive office and concluded that the municipal clerk of a code charter municipality
must be a resident of the municipality.
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