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Samantha Abell is the City of Gautier’s City Manager. Previously, she held the position of Gautier Planning and Economic Development Director since June 2010. Samantha is a Georgia native and 12-year public administrator specializing in community redevelopment as a planning manager, economic developer, and special projects coordinator. Previous to Gautier, she has been the Planning and Economic Development Manager for Fort Walton Beach, Florida, the City Planner for North Little Rock, Arkansas, and the Special Projects Coordinator for Argenta Community Development Corporation. 
Samantha served as a Georgia Governor’s Intern for Governors Zell Miller and Roy Barnes. She graduated magna cum laude from Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia, with a Bachelors of Science in Public Administration and Urban Studies. She holds a Graduate Certificate in Economic Development from Pennsylvania State University, where she’s an honors graduate standing for her MPS in Community and Economic Development. 
Samantha has been married 12 years to Levi Michael Abell, a retired Air Force veteran attending nursing school at MGCCC. Together they have two children, Keegan age 9 and Lorelei age 7.

